
Seaweed Gracilariopsis lemaneiformis 

The macroscopic branched alga, G. 
lemaneiformis was found distributed in 
Ashtamudi Lake (Kollam), Kadalundi 
estuary (Kozhikode) and Mopla Bay 
(Kannur). In this estuarine seaweed, the 
polysaccharide content vary from 18 to 
26% dry weight. 

The seagrass H. beccarii was found 
growing in the tidal mudflats at Kum-
bala estuary (Kasaragod) associated with 
mangroves. 

Fish Aggregating Devices deployed 

Two temporary FADs using locally 
available materials were deployed in the 
sea near Minicoy Island on 28 March. 
The FAD at the eastern side in the open 
sea was deployed at a depth of about 
220 m at 8"18'N lat. - 73"04'E long, and 
at the western side inside the lagoon at 
a depth of about 3.5 m at 8"17'N lat. -
73-03'E long. 

Marine damsel fishes bred 

Two species of ornamental fishes 
belonging to the family Pomacentridae, 
Neopomacentrus sindensis and N. cy-
anomos reared at the marine aquarium 
of the Veraval Regional Centre attained 
maturity within a span of 6-8 months 
and bred under captivity. Larval rearing 
is continuing. 

Record tuna catch 

At Minicoy, 1927 t of skipjack tuna 
was caught during the year ending 31 
March 2003, against 973 t during the 
same period of 2002 registering a 98% 
increase. 

Large sized mackerel landed at 
Mangalore 

A giant sized Indian mackerel, Ras 
trelliger kanagiirta locally known as 
'bangudae' measuring 405 mm in total 
length and weighing 751 g was caught 
off Mangalore at a depth of 50 m in. 
October 2002. This is the largest size 
ever recorded for mackerel at this cen­
tre However, it is smaller than the 

largest mackerel recorded from Indian 
waters, caught off Karwar in August 
1999, which measured 421 mm in total 
length and 859 g in weight. 

Changing scenario of oil sardine 
fishery 

In the eighties, the southwest coastal 
states of Kerala and Karnataka account­
ed for nearly 95% of the oil sardine 
landings. But there has been steady 
decrease of the landings in Karnataka 
where its share to the total fish came 
down from 33% (1980) to 7% (1990) and 
in Kerala reached an all time low of 
15541 in 1994. 
A no tewor thy 
fea ture s ince 
1996 was the 
emergence of oil 
sardine as an es­
tablished fishery 
along the south­
east coast. 

However, in 
six years time, 
the fishery in 
Kerala resusci­
tated and peak­
ed to an ever 
time high of 2.63 
lakh tonnes in 
the year 2000. 
This indicated 
high recruitment and survival resulting 
in a massive build up of the stock by 
2000 - 2001.Landings of ring seine units 
were unusually heavy along the Kerala 
coast since July 2002. These fishes 
competing for space and food, even 
enter estuaries and backwaters as has 
happened in the Ashtamudi Lake in 
Quilon, Cochin backwaters and coastal 
waters of Alleppey. Young sardines which 
entered the Cochin backwaters, moved 
6-7 km north 
and south of the 
barmouth. In­
side the back­
waters they were 
netted by Chi­
nese dip nets, 
cast nets and 
s t ake n e t s . 
Swarming of the 
juveniles of the 
size range 60-
90 mm which 
occurred in the 
coastal waters of 
Alleppey and 
elsewhere nort h 

of it is a tell tale evidence of their stock 
abundance. The sardine shoals that 
swarmed the coastal waters in Alleppey 
were mostly exploited by the ring seine 
units for more than six months from 
July 2002. It was a harvest Mela 
involving thousands of fisherfolk, auc­
tioneers, merchants and traders. Many 
ring seine units used to make more 
than one trip a day depending on the 
demand. Because the fat content in the 
young sardines is very low, the catch is 
mostly sundried. The cost of dried young 
sardine was around Rs. 7/kg. The price 
per a 50 kg basket varied from Rs. 50 

Young sardines landed at Alleppey 

to Rs. 600 depending on the daily 
landings and the demand. Dried sar­
dines packed in gunny bags (35 kg) are 
t r a n s p o r t e d regular ly to Andhra 
Pradesh. 

Along the Karnataka coast, the very 
high landings of smaller sized oil sardine 
by the 'Matudhoni' which did not fetch 
good price was beach dried and the 
dried product used in the preparation 
of fish/poultry feed. 

Beach dried oil sardine at Mangalore 
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