
Live - bait Resources of Lakshadweep 

The vast lagoon systems and the shallow areas adjacent to the reefs of the 
Lakshadweep provide ideal habitat for a variety of tuna bait fishes. Till date 
focussed studies such as exploratory survey on these non-target species in 
and around these islands is wanting. CMFRI has initiated a programme to 
investigate the resources and biology of tuna live-baits in the Union Terri
tory of Lakshadweep. 

Pole and line fishing with 
live-bait is the prime method 
employed in the Lakshadweep 
islands for catching skipjack 
tuna, Katsuwonus pelamis. 
Pole and line fishery essentially 
involves a double approach, aim
ing at target species — tunas, 
and also the non-target species 
— bait fishes. It has recently 
been discussed in the FAO 
meeting of tuna fishery of the 
Indian Ocean that the major 
avenue for the bordering, 
developing nations to exploit 
the resources of skipjack 
tuna in their regions without 
large investments in advanced 
fishing equipments is through 
the use of pole and line fishing 
technique. In India, this method 
is in vogue in an organised man
ner only in the Lakshadweep 
group of islands, which consists 
of twentyseven islands and a 
number of sunken banks, open 
reefs and sand banks. Of these, 
Minicoy, Agatti, Bangaram, Pe-
rumul Par, Suheli Par and Bi
tra are at present the important 
islands in terms of production 
of tunas in the artisanal sector. 
Despite the fact that the pole 
and line fishery is still a small-
scale activity in these islands, it 
calls for added attention and 
impetus since India possesses a 
vast resource potential of ocea
nic tunas especially skipjack in 
her EEZ and contiguous high 
seas and the planned rational 
exploitation of these resources 
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Surrounding net (sprats) 

Lift net fabricated at Minicoy 

S. gracilis and representatives 
of appgonids. The major mig
rants are Lepidozygus tapei-
nosoma and representatives of 
caesiolnidae. 
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Another aspect that emanated 
:he survey is the total ab-
af pole and line fishing ac-
at certain islands such as 

Kadarjpat and Kalpeni where ex-
tuna live-bait resources 

ing to sprats, spogonids, 
ta ble 

caesionids and pomacentrids are 
located. Initiation and expan
sion of pole and line fishery in 
these islands and training fisher
men in different islands for uti
lising unexploited resources of 
live-baits are suitable proposi
tions to the policy planners and 
administrators involved in the 
development of tuna fishing in
dustry in the Lakshadweep 
islands. 

Training Programme in 
Sampling Design 

CMFRI conducted a training 
programme on sampling techni
ques for assessment of exploit
ed marine fishery resources 
during November-December. The 
ten-day training was exclusively 
intended to give the fisheries 
department personnel of the 
maritime states an exposure to 
the various sampling techniques' 
available, to help them in orga
nising fisheries surveys. Shri R. 
Sathyarajan, Director, IFP, in
augurated the programme on 26 
November. Certificates were dis
tributed to the participants by 
Dr M. J. Sebastian, Dean, Fishe
ries College, Panangad at the va
ledictory function held on 6 De
cember 1986. 

This was the third such train
ing and thirteen officials repre
senting the departments of fish
eries of Gujarat, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and 
Pondicherry participated. 

Zonal Workshop of FRAD 
Field Staff 

The annual zonal meeting of 
the Technical Staff engaged in 
collection of field data for fish
ery resources assessment was 
held this year also at different 
centres during October-Novem
ber. The technical staff of Ke
rala, Karnataka and Goa and 
the ofFicers-in-charge of the re
search centres situated in the 
zone namely Karwar, Mangalore 
Calicut and Vizhinjam and the 
division heads and scientists of 
FRA Division met at Cochin 
during 17-19 November with a 
view to updating the knowledge 
on methodologies for collection 
of field data on marine fish 
production and species identifi
cation. 




