
Dr James Takes over as Director 

Dr P. S. B. R. James took 
over charge as Director of Cen­
tral Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute on 2 September, 1985. 
Prior to taking up this assign­
ment Dr James was holding the 
position of Assistant Director 
General (Fisheries) at ICAR 
headquarters, New Delhi. 

Dr James has had long as­
sociation with CMFRI, first as 
research scholar at Mandapam 
during 1958-61 and later in va­
rious capacities such as Re­
search Assistant, Assistant Re­
search Officer and as Joint Di­
rector at Mandapam Regional 
Centre. In between, for about 
nine years he served the Col­
lege of Fisheries, Mangalore, 
under the University of Agricul­
tural Sciences as Research Offi­
cer and Professor and Head of 
the Department of Fishery Bio­
logy. 

Born at Bhimavaram, An-
dhra Pradesh in 1934, Dr 
James graduated in Zoology 
from Andhra University and 
worked for his masters degree 
in Zoology and doctorate in Fi­
shery Biology at Banaras Hin­
du University. Research work 
for Ph.D. degree was done at 
CMFRI, Mandapam Camp. He 
has 27 years of rich experi­
ence in fisheries research, tea­
ching and administration. Dur­
ing this period he has made very 

valuable contributions in syste-
matics, osteology, biology and 
fishery of various commercially 
important groups of marine 
fishes especially the ribbon 
fishes and silver bellies with 
large number of publications. 
He was the receipient of Dr 
S. L. Hora Gold Medal and Cash 
Award of the Indian Society of 
Ichthyologists, Madras in 1983 
for outstanding contributions 
in the field of fishery biology 
and development of fisheries in 
the country. 

In an informal chat wi th 
the Newsletter, on his taking 
over, Dr James said, "Contr i­
butions of CMFRI in research 
and development of marine 
fisheries have been commend­
able. The Institute's efforts to 
find out ways and means of 
augmenting fish production 
have also resulted in the suc­

cessful evolution and commu­
nication of low cost maricul-
ture technologies." 

Explaining the immediate 
objectives of the Institute, Dr 
James said that resource assess­
ment would continue to re­
ceive high priority and the pro­
grammes would be extended to 
hitherto unexploited areas. 
With the improved vessel faci­
lities like FORV Sagar Sampa-
da, the Institute would launch 
programmes to study the re­
sources' position in the EEZ. 
Commenting on the technology 
transfer programmes of the In­
stitute, Dr James said that gre­
ater stress would be laid in the 
translation of the culture tech­
nologies for wider field appli­
cations. He also said that the 
educational programmes of 
CAS in Mariculture would help 
developing specialised manpo­
wer for further development of 
culture fisheries. 

Dr James hopes that, with 
the cooperation of all related 
institutes, organisations and 
universities in the country, 
CMFRI wil l embark on the 21 
century with a better under­
standing of potential, distribu­
tion and f'uctuations in abund­
ance of the marine fisheries re­
sources for their rational ex­
ploitation, conservation and 
management. 
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