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Mangroves a.nd Fisheries . 
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The occurrewe of mangrove 

forests and swamps in the in- 
tertidal regions is daractbristic 
of the tropical coastline. The 
word mang!ove refers to the 
community of salt loving trees 
and shurbs which colonise soft 
muddy shores bordering pro- 
tected bays, lagoons, back- 
waters and rjver estuaries. 
Wherever they have developed 
as forests, they are the.con- 
cern of forest and revenue" de- 
part-ments and in other places 
where their formation Has been 
reduced to  shrubs and marshes 
they are considered as waste- 
land or derelict forests. The 
important role the mangroves - 

play in nature and their ecolo- 
gical significance have been 
realised of late and the Govern- 
ment, the scientific institutes 
and un'wersities are paying 
increasing attention to the 
biology, conservation and 
management of mangrove 
axas. The +Department of 
Environment has constituted a 
National Mangrove Committee 
in which p r  E. G. Silas, Director 
is a Member. CMFRl's team on 
mangrpve investigations led 
by Shri M S. Rdjagopalan has 
carried out surveys of the 
important mangrOve areas such 
as Andaman and Nicobar 
islands, Gulf of Kutch, Cochin 
and Killai backwaters, Kakinada 
and Tuticorin for understanding 
the characteristics of the eco- 
system with special reference 
to fish and fisheries. 

The lopg coastline of our 
country is blessed with exten- 
sive estuarine areas of large 
rivers, backwaters "ad lagoons 
and one would therefore expect 
extensive mangrove areas. But 
as per a recent estimate, 

the Andaman Nicobar islands ' 
it is about 100,000 ha. This 
is a small fraction when corn:& 
pared to  the estimated area 
of about 10 milliow ha in  the 
I ndo-west Pacific region. 

In  India, one of the richest 

The imp"otant rol; the 
mangroves play in nature and 

P their ecological significance 
have been realised of late and 
the Government, scientific 
institutes and universities are 
paying increasing attention to 
the biology, conservation and 
managemet of mangrove areas. 

mangrove formations occurs, 
i n  the Sunderbans in the es- 
tuarine areas of  Hoogly and 
Matla river. system where the 
mangroves extgnd to about 100 
miles inland from the coastal 
area. Next in importance 
are the rivermouth regions of 
Mahanadhi, Godavari, Krishna 
and Coleroon. Along the 
west coast, mangrove forma- 
tions of lesser extent occur 
around Gulf of Kutch, Gulf 
of Cambay and as isolated 
patches of shrubbery or tree 
fprms in the estuaries of Man- 
dovi-Zuari, Nethravathi and thh 
Cochin backwaters. Among 

the extent mangrove i,thopraph*of ~ang;oves near Goa, on the west coast of india, at ebb tide 
areas'in the mainland coasts Source: Davis Ainsworth. J. R. 1907. Science ;+I Modern Life. 
is about 256,000 ha and in  (from Dr P. Vljayaraghavan's collection) . 
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