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The present paper deals with the incidental bycatch of dolphins at Fisheries Harbour, Cochin. Catch 
statistics of dolphins lrom drift gillnets from January 1981 to December 1987 are given. Collservation 
m d  management of dolphins in India ere stressed upon. 

T~OUGH there is no regular fishery for dolphins 
along the Indian Coasts, tbey are being caught 
in stray to large numbers in the gillnets 
incidentally. Depending on the way they are 
entangled and the time lapse in hauling, atleast 
some of them which may live can be saved 
by releasing them back to the sea. At Fisheries 
Hahour, Cochin, the drift gillnetters operating 
to exploit a variety of larger pelagic fishes also 
have been found dolphins to entangle 
incidentally (Silas et al., 1984). An instance 
of dolphins 'caught' in large numbers by a 
purse-seiner operating at this centre is also 
reported here. An interesting feature is that the 
dolphins caught are in good demand by local 
population all along the coastal belt of Cochin 
and during certain seasons the meat is also 
used as bait for shark fishing by the small 
scale sector long-line units. It requires a 
concerted effort to educate the fishermen and 
the local people to conserve these smaller 
cetaceans since they are considered as 
endangered marine mammals. 

Stranding of dolphins, their systematics, 
captivity, biology and distribution along the 
Indian Coasts have been reported by many 

workers (Ferguson, 1903; Lydekker, 1904,1905, 
1908; Pillai, 1926; Sineder, 1894; Krishna Pillai 
and Kasinathan, 1988; La1 Mohan, 1982, 1983, 
1985 a; Rajaguru and Natarajan, 1985). Further, 
in India, reports on the incidental by-catch of 
dolphins have been reported by many workers 
(James and La1 Mohan, 1987; La1 Mohan, 1985 
b; Krishna Pillai and Kasinathan, 1987, 1991; 
Krishna Pillai and Lipton, 1991; Krishna Pillai 
et al., 1989, 1991; Mahadevan Pillai and 
Chandrangathan, 1990, Rajagopalan et al., 1984; 
Shantha et al., 1987), but there are no definite 
statistics available. Dolphins are caught in good 
numbers at Cochin, Malpe, Kanvar, Goa and 
Bombay areas also. Stray numbers are caught 
in the Gulf of Mannar region. The commonly 
occurring dolphins of the Indian Coasts are 
Spinner dolphin Stenella longirostris Gray, 
Saddle-back dolphin Delphinus delphis 
Linnaeus, Bottle-nose dolphin Tursiops 
truncatus Ehvenberg and Hump-back dolphin 
Sousa chinensis (Osbeck). Dolphins are 
accidentally caught by drift gillnetters and 
landed in stray numbers during certain months 
at Cochin. They contribute about 1% of the 
total drift gillnet landings. No seasonal 
periodicity in the catch could be attributed to 




















