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SCLERACTIWN CORALS OF THE ERSTWHILE TRAVANCORE COAST 
(SOUTHWEST OF INDIA) 

C. S. GOPINADHA PlLW AND S. JASMINE 
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Patchy growths of hard corals are found to occur along the coast of erstwhile Travancore at the 
southwest coast of India. The formation extends from Enayam to Quilon. The most common genus is 
Pocillopora and is represented by five species. Massive genera like Porites, Favia, Favites, Goniastrea 
and Platygyra as well as Leptastrea are nonconspicuous in this area. The ahermatypes are lillte studied, 
but from the information gathered during the present study by dredging off Quilon indicates that they 
are well respresented. A total of 29 species belonging to 17 genera of scleractinians is reported in this 
work Out of these, 13 species divided among six genera are hermatypes and the rest, 16 species of 11 
genera is ahermatypes. The coral fauna in structure and composition is more related to that of the Gulf 
of Mannar than Lakshadweep. 

THE WESTCOAST of Indian Peninsula is mostly 
devoid of significant coral formations. However, 
isolated co~ill growths have been reported from 
Malvan, Malpi and Ratnagiri along the deep 
waters of the northwest coast (Nair and Qasim, 
1977; Qasim and Wafer, 1979). A fairly rich 
patchy growth of coral occurs in the Gulf of 
Kutch from Okha to Piroton Island in Gujarat 
Coast (Pillai et al., 1980; Patel, 1978; Pillai 
and Patel, 1988). During the last 25 years many 
workers have studied the coral formations and 
corals of the seas around India including the 
Labhadweep, and Andarnan and Nicobar 
Islands. The present investigations have shown 
that patchy coral growth occurs from Vizhinjam 
to Muttom (Fig. 1) which was part of the 
pre-independent Travancore State. Except for 
a few records of deep-water ahermatypes from 
the Trevancom Coast by Alcock (1893, 1898), 
there seems to be no record of the coral fauna 
of this area in literature. 

The authors are thankful to Shri P.E. Sampson 
Manickam, CMFRI, Cochin for permitting us 
to report on his collection of ahermatypes from 
off Quilon. They also thank Shri P. Raghavan 
for the photoprints used in the illustration. 

The material was collected during 1987 
to '89 between Vizhinjam and Enayam by the 
authors. In addition to these, a collection of 
ahermatypes dredged by FORV Sugar Sampada 
off Quilon (76022' to 76045'E - 08'26' to 
08'35'N) from a depth of 40 to 100 m and 
provided by Shri P. E. Sampson Manickam is 
also incorporated in this work. 

The cowl formations of erstwhile 
Travancore State is found between 76035' to 
77'15'E and 08'50' to O8"52'N stretching from 
Kadiyapattanam in the south to Quilon in the 






































