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~ % e  marine fisheries sector of India has, over the years, 

grown to the level of a major industry with a gross capital 
investment of around Rs 3350 crores and a gross annual 
income of about Rs 8000 crores (at the landing centre price 
level). This sector continues to be one of the major suppliers of 
protein food to the domestic as well as overseas markets. The 
income through marine products export has grown to the level 
of US $1.3 billion (Rs4700 crores) during 1997-98 accounting 
for 7% of the country's net foreign exchange earnings. About 
three million people in the country are dependant on seafishing 

directly or indirectly. And, the demand for seafish is growingsteadily year after year. It is needless to stress 
that an industry of this magnitude receive strong research support to enable it to increase and sustain the 
returns. 

The CMFRI, as during the past, continued its efforts in developing a sound database on all the 
exploited marine finfish andshellfish stocks through its own as well as externally fundeGprojects, this year 
also. The programmes in mariculture offinfish andshellfish were further strengthened by augmenting the 
existing facilities and training the scientists in particular areas. Transfer of mariculture technologies was 
continued and considerable revenue was generated through consultancy and contract research. During the 
year, the Institute receiued external funding for 16 projects from within India and for 2 projects from 
abroad. 

Under the postgraduate teaching programme at the Institute, a total of 11 candidates obtained 
M.ESc. degree and 7, the Ph.D. degree. Besides, 2 candidates submitted their theses for the Ph.D. 
degree and are awaiting the result. 

The brief report presented in this publication reveals that the Institute has achieved the targets in all 
its spheres of activity. This could not have been possible without the whole-hearted involvement of my 
colleagues. I congratulate them for their achievements. I am particularly thankful to Dr. R.S. Paroda, 
Director General, ICAK for his continued support in the implementation of the Institute's programmes. 
Dr. K. Gopakumar, Deputy Director General (Fy), ICAR and Dr. R.A. Selvakumar, Assistant Director 
General (M.FY), ICAR have extended their cooperation and support in our endeavour. 
Dr. V Sriramachandra Murty and Dr. N.G.K. Pillai prepared and edited the text of this report. 

Cochin 
June 1998 

M. DELARAJ 
Director 
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