










Annual Report 

CENTRAL MARINE FISHERIES RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

Brief History, Mandate and Organisational set up 

The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute was established in 1947 by the 
Ministly of Agriculture and Irrigation and subsequently brought under the Indian Council 
of Agricultural Research in 1967. The Insititute headquarters is located a t  Cochin and 
its Regional Centre at Mandapam Camp. The 11 Research Centres and 28 Field Centres 
are situated along the east and west coasts. 

'I'he Institute has been actively conducting research both in the capture and the 
culture fisheries and has contributed significantly to the overall development of marine 
fisheries in the countly. The Institute has the mandate to conduct research for assessing 
and monitoring the exploited marine fishely resources leading to rational exploitation, 
conselvation and management; to assess the under-exploited and unexploited marine 
fisheries resources of the EEZ; to understand the fluctuations in abundance of marine 
fisheries resources in relation to changes in the environment by conducting vessel based 
programmes; to study the coastal ecology as related to artisanal fishing, endangered 
ecosystems and pollution; to develop suitable mariculture technologies for finfish and 
shellfish in open seas to supplement marine fish production; and to conduct transfer of 
technology and post-graduate and specialised training, education and extension education 
programmes and provide institutional constultancy selvices. 

The Institute implements its research programmes through the following eight major 
Divisions: Fishely Resources Assessment Division; Pelagic Fisheries Division; Demersal 
Fisheries Division; Molluscan Fisheries Division; Crustacean Fisheries Division; Fishery 
Environment Management Division; Physiology, Nutrition and Pathology Division and 
Fishe~~y Economics and Extention Division. 

The Post-Graduate Programme in Mariculture affiliated to the Cochin University 
of Science and Technology conducts M.Sc and Ph.D. programmes in Mariculture. The 
Libraly and Documentation Section provides reference facilities to the staff and students 
of the Institute and to visitors both within and outside the countly. It is also responsible 
for bringing out the Institute's publications. The Krishi Vigyan Kendra and Trainers' 
Training Centre at Narakkal are involved with extension programmes and imparting 
training in capture and culture fisheries. 
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