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With 4 figures. 

Our knowledge of the deep sea elasmobranchs of the seas around India is far 
from satisfactory. ALCOCK (1 889, 1891, 1898, 1899) described Raja mamillidens, 
Paracentroscyllium ornatum, Scyllium hispidum, Centrophorus rossi, Scyllium 
quagga, Raja powellii, R .  johannis-davisi and Benthobatis moresbyi based on the 
collection of the "Investigator" from the seas around India; BRAUER (1906) 
reported five deep sea elasmobranchs from the Indian waters and described a new 
species Scylliorhinus indicus from the Gulf of Aden; WEBER (1913) described 
three rays of which Raja annandalei and R. sibogae are from the Gulf of 
Mannar; MISRA (1950) described a new species Proscyllium alcocki from the 
collections of ALCOCK; SILAS & al. (1969) reported Centrophorus armatus (GIL- 
CHRIST) and Echinorhinus brucus from the south west coast of India; Squalus 
fernandinus was also reported by SILAS & PRASAD (1969) from the above locali- 
ty; SILAS (1969) reported ten deep sea elasmobranchs from 08 south west coast of 
India; NAIR &MOHAN (1971,1972) reported C .  armatus and E. brucus from Gulf 
of Mannar. 

Four deep sea elasmobranchs are described from Gulf of Mannar in the pre- 
sent study and of these Rhinobatos variegatus is a new skate and Eugaleus oma- 
nensis NORMAN is reported for the first time from Indian waters. 

S c y l i o r h i n i d a e .  

Halaelurus hispidus (ALCOCK). 
(Fig. 1.) 

Scyllium hispidum ALCOCK 1891, Ann. Mag. nat. Hist., (6) 8: 21; 1892 Illustr. 2001. 
"Investigator": pl. 8 fig. 3-3a (Andamans); 1896 J. asiat. Soc. Bengal, 65 (2): 310 
(Reference); 1899 Cat. deep sea Fish. Indian Mus.: 15 (Andamans). - SILAS 1969, Bull. 
cent. mar. Fish. Res. Inst., 12: 15 (name only). 




















