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ABSTRACT 

Exploratory t rawl  f i s h i n g  operat ions were 
conducted by t h e  Indo-Norwegian Pro jec t  a u t h o r i t i e s  
with Karwar a s  base  from November 1963 t o  May 1966. 
Three vessels, namely, Karwar-1, Ml/M4 and INP 167 
with 90, 48 and 24 HP engines respec t ive ly  were 
commissioned f o r  the  purpose. The d a t a  co l l ec ted  
from these  vesse l s  i s  u t i l i z e d  t o  show t h e  t rawl  
f i s h i n g  of t h e  grounds, f avourable 
seasons f o r  t rawl ing,  t h e  q u a l i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of t h e  catch,  t h e  catch r a t e  per  u n i t  of e f f o r t ,  
e t c .  i n  tineand space. 

INTRODUCTION 

Authentic fnformation on the  ground f i s h  resources along t h e  
coas ts  of Ind ia  has  become an absolute  necess i ty  and forms an i n t e g r a l  
p a r t  of t h e  f i s h e r i e s  research programme. Commercial t rawling along 
the  coas t s  of Ind ia  is  gaining momentum due t o  t h e  impetus given t o  t h e  
indust ry  under t h e  phased f ive-year  p lans  of t h e  Union Government and 
t h e  maritime s t a t e s .  

The h i s t o r y  of t rawl  f i s h i n g  i n  Indian waters  i s  given by 
Chidambaram (1953). Jayaraman e t  a 1  reviewed t h e  work of S.T. Premier, 
S ~ T .  William Garrick,  5. T. Madras and discussed i n  d e t a i l  the  opera t ions  
of t h e  t r awle r s  M.T. ashok and M.T. Pra tap  of t h e  Government of Ind ia  
and a l s o  t h e  Japanese v e s s e l  Taiyo Maru No. 17 of t h e  Taiyo f i s h i n g  
company. The vesse l s  M.T. Ashok and M.T. Pra tap  f i shed  independently 
and j o i n t l y  and operated a midget t r a w l  and b u l l  t rawl respect ively;  
i ~ h i l e  the  Taiyo Maru operated t h e  V.D. Trawl throughout. The a r e a  . 
of opera t ion covered by these  v e s s e l s  extended from the  southern point  
of Gulf of Cutch t o  a l i t t l e  south of Bombay between Lat.  18' - 22'. 40' 
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