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INTRODUCTION 

IT is well known that agricultural operations on land, food production 
especially in India, depend on the success or failure of the monsoons. 
Russel and Yonge (1947) while discussing seasonal cycle of plankton 
organisms in the tropical areas, state that "there are dry and rainy periods, 
the monsoons, and weather conditions that alternate with unfailing 
regularity during the year and it is more than probable that these secular 
changes may have their effect upon life in the sea". The effect of the 
monsoons has also been pointed out by K ow (1953) for the Malay region. 
In this brief account, it is proposed to show what are the effects of the 
monsoons on life in the sea and how they influence production therein. 

BIOLOGICAL YEAR 

The biological year for the Indian Peninsula may be said to commence 
in the middle of April or so. This is more or less the beginning of the 
spring in the temperate regions when life on land and water bursts into 
activity after the dark and dreary winter months. In India, this is about 
the time that the signs of the forthcoming south-west monsoon also become 
evident and whose outbreak and the thunder showers preceding same is 
eagerly awaited for the commencement of agricultural operations on 
land. The effect of the monsoon is felt all over the country though its 
intensity may vary at different places depending on the contour of the 
land. As applied to the sea, the biological year may be divided into 
(i) the south-west monsoon period from May to September and (ii) the 
north-east monsoon period from October to April following. 

THE MONSOONS$ 

The south-west monsoon sets in May or early in June at the southern 
end of the Peninsula and advances northwards striking the coast of Sind -- 

* A summary of this paper was read at the Symposium on Oceanography, held 
at Waltair, in May 1956. 
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