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ABSTRACT 

The terminology generally used for describing the different stages of the life history of 
teleostean fishes is discussed and suggestions are given for categorizing it under phases and 
stages. Four phases, viz, embryonic, larval, juvenile and adult are recognized. Of these, 
the embryonic phase is divided into precleavage, cleavage, shield and postshield stages, and 
the larval phase is divided into prolarval and postlarval stages. Juveniles and adult phases 
are not subdivided but the latter could be grouped under different year classes. 

I 

INTRODUCTION 

In a previous note, the author (Jones, 1950) gave the terminology for the 
early developmental stages of fishes based mainly on the recommendations made 
by Hubbs (1943), and discussed some of the popular terms current in fishery 
literature and pisciculture in this corntry. Subsequently it came to his notice 
that Rass (1946), independent of the recommendations of Hubbs (1943), made 
a detailed analysis of the terminology used by a large number of workers on 
the subject and gave suggestions which were complementary as well as supple- 
mentary to those proposed by Hubbs (1943) and Jones (1950). In  the present 
communication, the recommendations of the above-named authors are dis- 
cussed and a modified terrdnology is suggested. 

TERMINOLOGY ALREADY USED 

Hubbs' (1943) terminology has already been discussed and quoted (Jones, 
1950) and needs no repetition here. Rass (1946) has established categories 
of gradation in the development, viz, pZlases and stages, the former to denote 
distinct periods in the life history and the latter to denote the subdivisions of 
the former. The phases and stages as given by him are summarized below as 
many may not have easy access to his paper. 

1. EGG PHASE: The unfertilized ovum and the embryonic stages up to the 
time of hatching with the following stages: 

(a) 0-STAGE: Undeveloped, dead or unfertilized egg. 
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