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India is the largest country in the Indian ocean region and is 
blessed with a long coast line and vast living resources in the seas. 
The need for increasing the protein-rich seafood production to cater 
to the needs of the rapidly increasing population has been and 
continues to be a serious concern for the government. Besides, the 
fact that the per capita fish consumption in India is around 3.5 kg is 
also a cause for serious concern in the context of reducing protein 
malnutrition and improving the health of the people of the country. 
The availability of resources in the vast seas around the country and 
the increasing demands for increasing prodMtion for domestic 
consumption as well as for export have lead the organisations 
concerned with research and development of marine fisheries, develop 
appropriate technologres. Several technologies.were developed by 
the Research Institutes, for increasing production through capture 
as well as culture and several innovations were made in the fisheries 
development by the concerned agencies. The present paper deal5 
with the technologies of marine capture and culture fisheries as 
applicable to Indian situation. 

CAPTURE FISHERIES 

Of the total fish production of 3.84 million tonnes in 1990-91 in 
India, 60% is contributed by the marine capture fisheries. The fishing 
is carried out up to about 50m depth but the availability of an area of 
20,17,900 sq. km. in the Exclusive Economic Zone of the seas around 
the country offers scope for increasing production of the hitherto 
unexploited or underexploited stocks. 

Marine Fishing in India: The fishing in the Indian seas restricted as 
it was, to the use of artisanal gear and craft in the nearshore waters 
during forties, has improved vastly later by introducing and 
popularising mechanised vessels with trawl nets. By seventies, purse 
seines were introduced along west coast (first in Goa and later in 
Karnataka and Kerala). This development has resulted in increase in 
the area of fisQng and increase in the production of demersal 






































