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THE authors started a few years back a survey of'the Phyllosoma larvae of 
the Indian waters (Prasad and Tampi, 1957). A thorough knowledge of 
these larva: and the biology of the lobsters has now become essential because 
in recent years a fishery of considerable magnitude for lobsters has been 
established along the southernmost part of the west coast of India. The 
fishery is dependent on more than one species but at present off Vizhingam 
(76" 59' 15" E; 08" 22' 30" N), which is one of the important fishing centres, 
the dominant species constituting the fishery is Panulirus burgeri, popularly 
known as Burger's crayfish. It has been possible to obtain a berried speci- 
men of this and the following account deals with the first Phyllosoma thus 
adding to the list of Phyllosomas of the Indian waters whose identity has been 
definitely established. 

~ESCRIPTION OF THE LARVA I 

  he berried specimen of P. burgeri was kept in a non-circulating sea- 
water tank where the eggs hatched out. Although all the larvae died in the 
course of two or three days, it has been possible to obtain and study the stages 
during hatching untik the first Phyllosoma swims about freely. Gilchrist 
(1913) described for the first time a naupliosoma for the South African form 
of Jasus lalandii. The larva was an active swimming form with large bi- 
ramous antennae possessing long setae. This moults after a few hours into 
the normal Phyllosoma. Feliciano (1956), who later described a pre- 
naupliosoma stage in the development of P. argus remarked that further 
investigation is necessary to decide whether the prenaupliosoma and the 
naupliosoma stages occur within the egg or hatch as such. In the previous 
account (1957) the authors were not certain about the existence of a nauplio- 
soma in P. ornatus. It may now be said with certainty that at least in 
P. burgeri neither a free living prenaupliosoma nor a naupliosoma, as de- 
scribed by some of the earlier workers in other forms, is present. However, -- 
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