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THE eel eggs are relatively rare in the Indian coastal waters and consequently 
their occurrence has been recorded only on a few occasions. Aiyar, Unny 
and Varkey (1944) were the k s t  to observe the presence of eel eggs in the 
plankton of the Madras coast, but since the full paper has not so far been 
published details regarding the eggs are not available. Nair and Bhimachar 
(1950) recorded the occurrence of a few eggs and early larvae of the eels in 
the plankton off Tuticorin Bay, Gulf of Mannar. Their account deals 
with three varieties of eel eggs of which one was with an oil globule while 
the other two were without it. They also described two types of prelepto- 
cephaline larvae which showed differences in the myotome number and pig- 
mentation. Jones and Pantulu (1955) described three preleptocephaline 
larval stages obtained by rearing the eggs collected from the Madras plankton 
and as pointed out by them there is no evidence to show that the larvae belong 
to the same type of egg. Bapat (1955) noted the presence of an eel egg without . 
oil globule and which resembles Egg 11, described by Nair and Bhimachar, 
in the plankton of Palk Bay and Gulf of Mannar and gave brief notes on the 
newly hatched larva obtained by rearing the eggs in the Laboratory. 

The material for this study was obtained in the living condition from 
the regular plankton collections made from the Lawson's Bay, Waltair. The - 
collections were made in the early morning hours with a bolting silk (No. 2) 
) metre townet at a distance of about 3 miles from the shore where the depth 
is about 10 fathoms. This type of egg occurred in very small numbers in 
the townet collections made during the month of February, 1959, and they 
were reared in the Laboratory for obtaining the different stages described 
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