
Large Tooth sawfish landed at
Malpe Harbour, Karnataka

Landing of a juvenile whale shark at Madhvad Harbour, Gujarat

A juvenile of  Whale Shark (Rhincodon
typus) measured upto a length 30 feet

was found near Madhvad harbour about
100 meter far from Kodinar in a dead
condition. It was caught by a multiday trawler
on 29th April, 2013. With the help of the
state fisheries department the specimen was
dissected for further analysis. Information
about shark fish was first reported to
fishermen and then to the state fisheries
officer. The Whale Shark (Rhincodon typus)
is a cosmopolitan tropical and warm
temperate species and is the largest living
chondrichthyan. The fish is a highly

migratorty species and its life history is poorly
understood. Populations appear to have
been depleted by harpoon fisheries in
Southeast Asia and perhaps incidental
capture in other fisheries. Small-scale
harpoon and entanglement fisheries have
taken place in various regions of the world,
including India (whale shark fishing banned
in 2001), Pakistan, Taiwan  Philippines
(banned in 1998) and the Maldives (prior
to protection in 1995). It has a high
international market demand and normally
low abundance make this species vulnerable
to commercial fishing.

Accidental catch of Pristis microdon

The large tooth sawfish Pristis
microdon  of the family Pristidae of

Elasmobranch was accidentally caught in
trawl net at Malpe Karnataka. The fish
weighed about 800kg. This fish is included
in the IUCN list and MoEF ban list.
Generally the fishermen in Karnataka avoid
catching sawfish as it destroys their nets and
is considered as a badus omen.

(Mangalore Research Centre)

Dorso-lateral view of a whale shark landed at
Madhvad Harbour, Gujarat

Egg case found in the Arabian carpet shark from Gujarat

On 18.04.2013, a single female
specimen of C. arabicum  measuring

52.5 cm (TL) and weighing 405gm was

A view of the egg cases

C. arabicum with egg cases

of the egg-cases was a viscous fluid of dull
white colour. As the egg is laid, salt water
hardens the egg case, forming a protective
exterior which contains an internal yolk that
provides the developing embryo with food.
Arabian carpet shark eggs hatch after 70 to
80 days of incubation.

(Reported by Swatipriyanka Sen Dash, Sangita
A. Bharadiya, M.S. Zala and Kamaliya Kiran R,

Veraval Regional Centre)

(Reported by Swatipriyanka Sen Dash and
Kamaliya Kiran R, Veraval Regional Centre)

obtained from the trawl landing at Mangrol.
Being an oviparous species, the egg cases
were found inside the uterus attached by an

anchoring core.
The uterus was
found to be very
thin. The keratinous
egg cases were
more or less
rectangular in shape,
strongly convex on
both the broader
sides, and dark
brownish in colour
with the eggs inside.
Only one egg case
was present in each
uterus. The content
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