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A B S T R A C T  

The estimated average annual landings of tunas along the 
mainland coast of India during 1995-2002 was 36,720 t of which 
75% was from the west coast. Maja species landed are Euthynnus 
a f i i s ,  Auxis thazard, A. rochei, Katsuwonus pelamis, Thunnus 
tonggol and Thunnus albacares. Among these, E. a#nis was the 
most abundant tuna species along the West coast with an average 
contribution of 42%. The southern States comprising Kerala, 
Karnataka and Goa contribute nearly 72% to the total E. aflnis 
landing along the west coast, the rest contributed by Gujarat and 
Maharashtra. Other important coastal species include A. thazard on 
the Southwest coast and T. tonggol on the Northwest coast. An 
assessment of the stock of these dominant tuna species is presented 
here. 

Introduction 

The estimated average annual landings of tunas during the 1995-2002 
period along the mainland coast was 36,720 t of which West coast accounted 
for 75 % of the total tunas landed. Drift gill net was the major gear employed 
while purse seines and hooks and lines also contributed to the catch. The 
coastal tunas dominating the landings were Euthynnus afinis,. Auxis [hazard 
and Auxis rochei while oceaniclneritic species included Thunnus tonggol, T. 
albacares and Katsuwonus pelamis. While E. afinis dominated the landings 
on the South west coast (Cochin to Mangalore-Goa belt) A. rochei was an 
important component on the extreme South west coast off Vizhinjam while 
Thunnus tonggol dominated the Northwest coast off Veraval-Dhadej. 
Artisanal tuna fisheries of the West coast of India have substantially 
improved with introduction of motorisation, multiday fishing and recent 
introduction of gears such as ring seines and trolls for tuna fishing especially 
young ones of yellowfh. 








