INTRODUCTION
From the point of view of fish and fisheries, the Laccadive Archipelago
has remained a little known area till about a decade and a half ago. In the
Fishes of India by Francis Day, brought out between 1875 and 1878 which still
remains the most important work of reference on fishes of the Indian region
containing descriptions of 1340 species, there is not a single record of any fish
collected from the Laccadives. In the Catalogue of the fishes of the British
Museum by Giinther, published in 8volumes between 1859 and 1870 also there
is no reference to specimens from this area. However, during the cruises of the
Royal Indian Marine Survey Ship INVESTIGATOR towards the close of the
last century, the fauna of this area began to receive some attention at the hands
of Alcock who described the deep sea fishes collected from there. The Cambridge Expedition under the leadership of Stanley Gardiner in the course of
the investigations during 1899 and 1900 on the fauna and geography of the
Maldive and Laccadive Archipelagoes did not make any exhaustive study of
fishes. In the account by Regan (1903) there is reference 40 71 species of
fishes from the Maldives, while there are no records from the Laccadives. The
Laccadive islands were being administered then by the erstwhile Madras Presidency, and with the establishment of a Fisheries Department in the State,
fisheries personnel were also included in (the inspection parties that went periodically from the mainland. Hornell (1910), Ayyangar (1922), Ellis (1924),
Burton (1940) and Mathew and Ramachandran (1956) have made some
observations on the fish and fisheries of the islands. However, except observations 01 a general nature mentioned above, no sustained work relating to fish
or fisheries of the area could be considered to have been carried out till regular
investigations were initiated by the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute
in 1958. Bdan (1958) recorded 80 species of fishes from four islands d
the Laccadives. Subsequently, Jones and Kumaran (1959) published a comprehensive account of the fishing industry of Minicoy and recorded 154 species
from that island alone. Later, the collection of more material resulted in the
publication of a series of articles by Jones and Kumaran (1965-1970) about
the new records of fishes from the region. Developmental stages of some fishes
were also described. Further, the fishery and certain aspects of the biology of
the skipjack, Katsuwonus pelamis were studied by the scientific staff of the
Central Masine Fisheries Research Institute which resulted in several valuable
publications. The extensive coral reefs, lagoons and abysses around the Laccadive Archipelago are the abode of an extremely rich and varied fish faunal This
descriptive account of the fishes collected from the Laccadive Archipelago
including Minicoy has been prepared with the main abjeotive of enitibling the
layman and the scientist to identify and study any fish occurring in the
Laccadives.

