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ABSTRACT 

The deep water areas at Alantalai--Manapad (Southern Zone) and 
Vembar-Nallatanni 'fivu (Northern Zone) region in Tamilnadu were 
surveyed during 1988 for seaweed resources employing 'SCUBA' diving 
technique. A total of 28 species of algae in the Southern Zone and 27 in the, 
Northern Zone were encountered. Majority of the seaweeds belonged to 
Rhodophycaae. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Some attempts were made earlier to study the distribution of 
C seaweeds growing in deep waters at Tuticorin area (Varma, 1960; 

Mahadevan and Nagappan Nayar, 1967). With a view to collect 
information on the distribution of standing crop of seaweeds in deep 
waters from Dhanushkodi to Kanyakumari in the Gulf of Mannar region 
of Tarnilnadu, the Central Salt & Marine Chemicals Research lnstitute 
and Central Marine Fisheries Research lnstitute jointly surveyed the deep 
water seaweed resources of this region during the years 1986 to 1991 
(Anon, 1988, 1989). 

The present paper deals with the distribution of seaweeds in the 
deep waters off Alantalai-Manapad and Vembar-Nallatanni Tivu areas 
conducted during 1988. 
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