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Moiluscs and corals are natural objects -

“of enchanting beauty and immense utility.
These marine denizens gifted with fascinat-
‘ing, ornamenta’uon and eye catchmg designs

~and colours unparalleled in the
~world, ‘'were objects of man's adoration

and apprecratlon from time rmmemmonal
. Molluscs in general had a tremendous im- )

pact on Indlan tradmon and economy and

Were popular among the common man: as
ornaments, currency and as panacea to .

. ward off evil s'pirits, _even at the inception
- of human cultute and civilisation,

“and rmgs and béngles carved out of shelis
_ were ‘wom. by people of all walks of life
‘even from vejy. early. time,
~ times,

In- modern

large. in our mdustnal technologucal and
aesthettc aspects of life,

living

: Hén'dir

g crafts wrth shﬁHs is age old in our country. these firms.

molluscs and corals have loomed

They form raw ,
material for many Calclum carbonaxe based}
. gndu,strres as well as domestic appliances,

Cochin, India. '

besides being- at,tractive eurios A set of.
.corals and molluscan sheJIs in the show-*
cases as a symbol, of status and pnde to:
any house wnfe has come 'to.stay. ~The
demand for pohshed shells and -handicrafts

‘ thereof at home and abroad was an in--’

centive to many’ entrepreneurs 'in South
-Indra espec:aHy in: the Ramanathapuram .
District of Tamil Nadu to start cottage
industries producmg beautrful curjos and

“several utilitarian. objects .with molluscan

_shells, Many fishermen families are en-
gaged in colleciing shells and corals for
Our. survey shows that nearly
25 smali estabhshments dealmg exclusively

with shel|s and sheII artlcles are. thnvmg at
present in Ramanathapuram sttnct Aﬂ.
att‘empt.,remgde in this article ‘to descr;.be
and illusfrate some of the shell products. of
handrcrafts whrch we hope -will open up ‘a )
new hprlzon in our endeavour of marine

producté" 8Xpo rt



Omaments fmm Molluscan Shells

“VIP Garlands”

generally made to su |t the formal occasmns

eac_,arm and are made of mamly the small
umvalve Pyrene Spp.. strung on: 'nylon

~

Flg 1 Two desxgns of VIP Garlands

S ‘Endless. varieties are possnble
Ml by varymg combmatxons of
shens. : :

thtaads v

ganl&mi wnes ﬂaﬂ'f‘”ﬂs 60 to 6Gfﬁé“ﬁéndmg
. on the snze and varieties of sham suod.

i

Th|s garland (Flg 1) '

20}0 25_ such threads are fasten-»

‘many species

Eve-chains and Neckldces : A number of

attractive designs of single string chains
(Figs. 2, 3) with or without pendants are .

made of gastropods for women and chaldren
of all walks of life. Rameswaram Keezha-

_karai and Capé Comorin are the main.
Pyrene, Um--

centres’ of their productnon
- bonium, Planaxts OIma Nassa, Cyprea and

X & & O
" -Fig: 2. Single string Eve chains

/N .
4

httormids are the mmmon shells used.

Each chain is made of a smgie spec;es of
mollusc or there may be an admlxture of
Many a ws:tor from abroad

N




L ' ‘,,\’,
;to Rameswaram Temple werg found to take - Xancus.
. a couple of these chains home. Instead of
entire shells, beads carved out of Sacred"

Cha:pk,_“’Beggar's;bbwl'(Mélb" indica) and

‘ -Gold or sﬂver is used as fasters.
A falrly good pair is bemg sold at Rs 15
but cheaper ones are also ava;lable

B gles of Benga} are” faméus for .
‘ centunes and :s trqdmonal amon some

i

Ear Rzngs and Studs. . A num,ber of
. vanetres of ear-rmgs and studs are carved

o F;g 5‘ Chank-rmgs -different sizes and :
by shell artisans out of Trochus;, Turbo and dCSlgns are avar}able. R



precious stones, Shell bangles -are com-

paratively costly-items in' South India sifice -

‘they-are brought from Bengal and a set of

- four is being quoted between Rs: 6 to 15.

-

Flg 6 A set of Bangles from Bengal

Housellbld Articles: ’

Table lamps :
shells are beautiful items of utility in living

e
Flg 7. Table lamps from shclls The pnce
. varies according to the type of -

shell used. L

‘and bed rooms.

‘Lambis Jambis, Trochzi.;
niloticus, Melo -indica;> Nautilus sp Xancus
pyrem and Murex ramosus are the shelis -
commonly used as shades. The shells are.

© at first pollshed either . by treatmg with

" weak acid or grmded mechamcally before

Table lamps (Fig. 7) with =

" attractive am®ng _the lot,

. Fig. 8, Ash‘Trays rom Trochus and Sacred L

providing electric. futtmgs The  base is
either another shell or is made of wood. "
Among numerous desings and varieties of -
lamps available, those af Trochus and Turbo

are-the most expensnve and may cost upto '

‘Rs, 75

‘Bathifstands ¢ Bathi-stand. fotming an
essential item:in Hindu religious - life, is

" made of a wide range of shells Trochus, R
- Murex, Bursa, Lambz.s', Thias and Tonna are

the popular shells utilised’ for this purpose. -
One W|th a combination of two shells of
Trochus niloticus was found to bse very
costmg about
Rs. 25,

Ash-Trays. Ash- Trays (Fag 8) of manw

_designs are possible with vanous shells
Larger specimers of those spjec:esnused in _
- making bathi-stands are converted to

The ngerette rest is made of .
’ stauﬂeSS steel e



B

ash-trays, ~ Cigar ‘and _cigarette rest.
The base is often made-of stainless steel.

Besides _the items already mentioned
shells are used as base for mounting plastic
pendant for key chains

flowers (Fig. 9),

F1g 9 Bunches of plasuc models of ﬂowets
mounted on shells. o

T.

('Flg 10), lockets for _jewellery, milk-
feeder for babies etc. Fair sized shells are’
carved wuh sceneries and. greetings which
‘serve as va!uable presents,

~ Fig. 10. Key chginsr'v‘vith shells as pendants

i

.-

. ltems ‘of Cnnos .

Sparrows and Sea-Guils, - wadmg Ducks

‘-

,Artistic combinations of gastroppod and
bnvalve ‘shells yleld hues and varieties of
toys and models (Fig.: 11) Models of
mammals. such as Antelope, Deer, 'dancimq‘
Peacocks peckmg and preenmg palrs of =

Flg ll ‘Dolls, models and toys of mumer-e
‘able types are possnble with shells. -

and dancing beauties are all possible with

sea-svhells. Suitable colours provide added
attraction. Pilgrims to Rameswaram can

take dome +Sivalinga " made'of 'shells','f if

* they desire so, ‘at moderate cost.. Genefally, ,

gastropods Ilke, Cerithium, - Cerithedia,
Phalium, Planaxis and Conus along 'with
bivalves like, Donax, Atactodea, Arca, Car-

diumand Gafrarium are utilised in making
- dolls

~and models Thev Tusk shells
( Dentalium) are of nmmense u’uhty for this
“purpose. ' E

v *

’Replica of big mansions - are also ‘pos-

: snble with shells. The one shown m Figure

.12 is a model of Madras Central Rallway

~



Trochus.. niloicus,
- Xancus pyrem are the three costyl items of ——
/ this group, mainty due to their Iarge size

"vrband gflitermg surfaces when

Stat:on shaped by the amsans of Jamaliah
Chank Industries, Keezhakara; wnh a com-
bmatnon of ent:re as wel! as pieces of
Trochus Turbo Cerzthzum Dentalium etc.

Fxg 12.A° mmiature rephca of Madras
o Central Ranlway Stauon made of
shells :

Same Common Shells used in Hand:crafts and

- Their Avaxlabnhty Along the Indlan Coasts

lTurb'an ~ghells, : T‘op shells -and Chank.; 0
T urbo murmumta and

pohshed
Trochus and Turl’o are. comnion on the resfs -

of Lakshadweep and Andaman -Nicobar

: -Islands A small specie of Trochus ‘is famy

common on the rocky shores along the

mamland coast: G L e

-

The sacred‘ Chank is common  in the

- deeper waters of Guif .of -Mannar and the .

Chank fishery'is age oid An.: average sized

- good shell of any of th959 “specigs alone

“will cost Rs.: 15 10,40, Turbo being the: COot-
" liest jtem at present. All these three species.

are used as lamp shades and- bathu stands

M_—... - o

5

" spp Nodzkttorma spp’ a

“in addmon to makmg necklaces, buttons
-rings.

Bangles are excluswely made from
Sacred Chank. ;

Horn shells and Perl wznkles Th€ horn

~shells include a vide range of sp:ral uni- |
- valves of the genera Cerithium, Cerzthedza,

Pyrene and Planaxis found ,along the inter-

" tidal hard and muddy substrata of our coast.

Centhzum and. Cerithedia are flocally’ abund-

~ant on .mud flats, ;eefs and mangrove-

swamps. Penwmkleo constltut

ant at the httoral



and on hrgher algae lrke Sargassum, Turbi-
naria’ and Pedina growing on ‘hard bottom ‘

From Palk Bay and Gulf of. Mannar large
- quantities are collected for making garlands
and chams :

‘Wing shells:* Wing shells are modera-
tely large gastropods with finger like pro-
jectlons along the shell margm ‘The five
fingured chank - (Lambia  lambis) |s fairly

common in and around the reefs of Palk

pay and Gulf of Mannar from where they
are frshed for making lamps, bathi. stands
.and - other items.. Tibia curta is said to be
common ,along"them‘i\est coaSt of India.
Ohwds These mclude smooth—surfacéd
shells of moderate 'size".and are. comrhon
j, mhabrtams ‘of eulittoral and sublittoral
'zones ’l’hey form raw materiai for pendants

and Rosett,es for ehams garlands and neck- .

’laces

Cawres : Cownes constitute a group
of attractlve gastropods Cyprea moneta the

smallest member along our coast was anci-
ent man s"Currency and is’ st l'gstrologers -

and fortune tellers tool The ,.larger species,

viz. C. arabxca and -C. tlgrrs form paper-—.'
_werghts and are much coveted items of

shell: cellectors Not less than seven species

of Cyprea are reported from the seas- around

lndra

. Helmet shells:

ed item among the helmet shells

in the deeper waters of Gulf fot»Mannar.
- This being not common, is always a costly

:

o The “Ceylon Paper
weight ( Cagsis comuara) is the most covet- .
It isthe
" heaviest and. largest gastropod available
alongthe lndran,_coast and is often found -

. ;surtable posltrons

item of 'shell».' One’ large sh}ell was f0und,t’o’«_
bear a price tag of Rs.150 in one of the

: shops in the corridor of ‘Sree Ramanatha-

swamy Temple Rameswaram A Smaller"
'specres C. rufa occurs-rn Lakshadweep

: Conus, Murzces and Volutes' Some
members of this group are very handsome ‘
by virtue of their spmy varrces and: often‘
elongated anterior canal (in . Murices):

- Large shells.of Murex can be used as shades
- for lamps, ash-trys,

Four or five species of.
Conus are important objects for handicraft.
‘Larger shells are polished and. are sold as
paper weight often carved wrth good wrshes
and greetmgs Small shells form pendant to
garlands and key chains. Volutes are com-

. paratively cheap since the shells are thin,

though large in size. The common reddlsha ‘
brown shell of ,Melo lndzca mav grow upto.
25 cm in length and breadh. It is used as

_lamp-shades and are not rare ip the deeper R

waters of Palk Bay. ~

»

\,Tusk—sheas.- Dentalium is collected from

" the lntertidalwzones‘of Palk Bay and Gulf of

Mannar for niaking toys and models. Beaks

- of birds and antlers of deer are represented -

by. Dentalium. A useful and worthy item
made of Dentalium 'is ‘door and . window -
curtarns strung on nylon threads.

Brvalves in addmon to their use in '~
_various Calcrum carbonate based rndustnes ~
-bivalves are of great vatue ‘in handrcrafts .

} especrally m desrgnmg models of’ brrds and
‘“other toys. Wrndo—pane oyste rs;. arc shells,

wedge -clams and scalIOps are the common;
shells used in handicrafts.  They are poli ‘
ed and pamted‘ surtably be‘fore ghu
Donax spp,y Car‘“ .




Atactodea Dosmla and Gafrarrum are all
. common on the mtertldal zones along the
‘ southeast coast

© Yet another brvalve (The largest known) .

" Tridacnd is. very common on the. reefs of

- Lakshadweep and Andaman ‘Nicobar Islands, .

-~ Howeéver, this shell is not much favoured
- by artisans, probably due to their local

" fon- -availability or due, to the drffrculty in

polishing and smoothenlng the outer shell.
The inside has a. pearly |ustre and if

mounted on proper supports they will form_

~handsome ash-trays.

A

S PoSsrbllmes and Prospects of Export

The present society. of teenagers all

over fhe world, appears to have shed the

'Instrnct to possess anellery of precious
metals. This is more apparent  in western
'societies.
-corals and prastrcs are gradually becoming
_the fashion, Molluscs: and corals .are also
becoming highly prrced -curios and objects
in show-cases. There are many firms in
_European countries, especially in “the
" Federel Republlc ‘of . Germany that seil sea-
shells and corals brought ‘mainly from Red
Sea, Southseas and East Indies. A visit 10

some of the. shops around Hamburg and

" Etankfurt and London by one of the authors

- {Pillai) during 1970 to 1972 revealed that
there were nothing from our own waters,
though we are rich in beautiful coral speci-

mens and molluscan shells in our-atolls and - -
- fringing reefs in Lakshadweep and Andaman
"The, shells -readily accepted by’

Islands.
western: curio collectors  include, Lambis
Terebra,. Cassis, Murex ‘and Charonia fron';
- various parts of the Indo-Pacific, all of
‘ WhICh are represented in our waters also,

Our Sacred- Chank will be an item of great

interest. Corals belonging to the genera
Pocrllopora Acropora, Fungia, Favia among

the scleractmrans and gorgonr(.s (Sea fans).

V-lrttle bit of aesthetic sense.

Ornaments made . of molluscs,

were fqundto be offered for éal’e at very
attractive prices. ‘An ordinary bit of corat
20 'to 25 cm in length was quoted Rs. 30to

"120 whrle petter. shaped specimens of

Porites (The one which is used for carbide

_industry in Tamil Nadu) was priced up to

'Rs. 1,200 (DM 400). inone of the exhibi-
tions of aquarium and asSociated articles
in Manheim during early 1972 a massive

. spec1men of Porites about 40 cm in diameter

was offerod a sum of DM-2, 009 by a bidder

© (information from the stall). This showsi’

the values of corals and molluscs as poten-
tial foreign exchange earners. Many of our
coral species cut extremely beautiful ‘colo-
nies in the atolls 'of Lakshadweep and will
be readily accepted by any body with a
Needless to
say; that our exquisite articles - of handi- -
crafts with molluscan. shells will find great
demand all over the world if we make an |

earnest attempt to ‘popularise them by illus-
trated brochures and proper; drsplay at .
centres of tourist mterest ‘A ‘small scale ’
export of moiluscan shells is alreddy there:

“~from our country.: However, we have to "

explore more*avenues to export. our moIIus-»
can artrcles *anid corals 10 give a helping
hand to our artisans who, make aJivelihood
by shaping molluscan shells and corals into: -
objects. of qumtessence of beauty and’
immense utility.

1
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