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The elevation of India's position into 
the second place among the prawn fish- 
ing nations of the world is undoubtedly 
the result of the progressive develop- 
ments that have taken place in the fish- 
ing industry during the national plan 
periods. Although our prawn fishery 
has traditionally been  an occupation 
Of the coastal fishermen usinG primitive 
crafts and  gears  during the early years,  
the gradual introduction of modern 
technology of fishing and fish proces- 
sing during the post-independance 
ps r iod  has enabled us to achieve this 
position. The insatiable demand for 
prawns in the world markets has also 
provided a fillip to the development of 
the  necessary infrastructure at different 
centres  to manage and maintain this 
multimillion rupee  export trade and its 
ancillary industries. These develop- 
ments have been  made possible with 
the he lp  of the vital information on the 
biology and dynamics of prawn re- 
sources gained through planned re- 
searches and explorations carried out 

during the past 25 years. While the 
introduction of mechanisation into the 
capture fishery and the modern techni- 
ques of processing have transformed 
the face of the prawn industry, it has 
also brought in a number of problems 
concerning conservation and  manage- 
ment. The inc~eas ing  t rend s e e n  in 
the all India prawn production seem 
to b e  very reassuring, although the 
catch-per-unit-of-effort has declined in 
some of the centres causing grave ap- 
prehensions among industrialists and  
entrepreneurs  about the sustainability 
of the harvest from this natural re-  
source. Detailed research on the prawn 
resources is therefore an urgent need. 

Prawns a re  distributed all along the 
5,600 km.  coastline of India, and their 
fishery accounts for over 12% of the 
total exploited marine living resources 
of th% cbuntry. Of the estimated area 
of 500,000 kma of the continental shelf 
only about 112,000 kma a re  being ex- 
ploited at present.  The existing prawn 


















