
Reprinted fro+ Seafood Export Journa! 
1 

Vol. IV - No. 1 .  January '72 

ARE THERE ENOUGH SHRIMPS 
IN THE SEA? 

S. Z. Q A S M  
Director, Central Marine Fisheries 

Research Institute, Cochin-11 

The subject on shrimps seems very 
timely indeed,  because not a day passes 
without our hearing or reading some- 
thing about the shortage of prawns in 
Kerala. There seems a general agree- 
ment amongst the fishermen and  the 
fishery industrialists that the shrimp 
stocks a re  on the decline. Such a com- 
plete agreement, however, does  not 
exist among the fishery scientists. A 
considerable apprehension is also be- 
ing expressed by the other maritime 
states of India, for they feel that what 
Kerala is facing today, they might have 
to face later on. It  seems, therefore, 
important at the outset, before treating 
the more specific aspects of the topic of 
this article, to look for the main factors 
which have led to the existing situation. 

'* 
Let us  "asume that there is an acute 

shortage of prawns in Kerala waters. 
Was this really unexpected? If the 
answer is 'no' , did we d o  something 
about it ? Surely, it would b e  most in- 
'correct on my part to say that it was un- 
expected, because for the last 8 years 
or  so that I have spent  in Cochin, 
practically every year I have been  hear- 
ing' about the dissatisfaction which the 

prawn exporters have been  expressing 
towards the availability of prawns, 
despite the fact that the export figures 
have been  increasing sharply. The 
answer to my next question, I fear, is 
difficult; and a n  answer may perhaps 
b e  in the form of another question- 
what in fact could we d o ?  Let us 
examine the second question in greater  
detail. 

Early man on  this earth,  primitive 
and wild as  he  was, went about hunting 
for fish as and  when he  desired, without 
impoverishing o r  modifying the en-  
vironment.. He imposed no undue 
pressure on the animal communities, 
which formed his food. Civilized man, 
on the other hand, from the very begin- 
ning introduced changes in the environ- 
ment which were disproportionate. His 
interference brought radical changes in 
the environment which h e  tried to 
counter-balance by his scientific know- 
ledge. He succeeded in many and failed 
miserably in some. To-day, human 
populatim is so large, that it is only 
by the most efficient use of the resour- 
ces of the sea and  land its needs  can 
adequately b e  supported. 


























