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Research Institute, Bombay. 

The estimated total mortality rate of bombayduck, Harpodorl r~ehereus, at 
Nawabunder varied between 2.443 and 2.939 for the period 1976-79. The Natural 
mortality coefficient ( M )  was at 1.575 for the unexploited phase and 1.462 for 
the exploited phase. Exploitation rate (u)  was at 0.422. The MSY and the average 
yield were close to each other as the estimated values were 3918.4 t and 3561.0 t, 
respectively. 

The bombayduck, Harpodon nehereus (Ham.), has a discontinuous dis- 
tribution off both the coasts of India. There are four stocks of H. nehereus 
identified so far, three on the west coast and one on the east coast (Bapat 1970, 
Zafar Khan 1983). Along the Saurashtra coast, on the west coast of India, its 
fishery is confined to a narrow belt of 45 km. The author has given the details 
of this in an earlier paper (Md. Zafar Khan 1985). In this note the mortality 
rates of the species are presented. 

Catches of 4,700 t, 2,690 t and 3,290 t of H. nehereus are estimated to 
have landed aft Nawabunder respectively during 1976-77, 1977-78 and 1978-79 
fishing seasons (Table 1 ). The fish has been reported to grow to 199 mm during 










