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ABSTRACT

A snake mackerel Gempylus serpens Cuvier (837 mm in total length) has
been collected fiom Podivalai (drift net) on 22nd June 1982 from Kayalpattinam
(Lat 8° 34’ N, Long. 78° 07" E} and reported, this being the first record of the species
from Gulf of Mannar.

Gempylus serpens Cuvier is a bathypelagic species and is known from the
tropical and subtropical parts of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, and East London,
South Africa and Laccadives in the Indian Ocecan. Jomes (1960) reported two
speoimens of Gempylus serpens Cavier (580 mm, 434 mm) from the Laccadives
Sea.



156 NOTE S

O 22ad fune 1982 4 specimen of suake mackercl, Gempyluy  serpens
Cuvicr, was caighe from Gult of Mancir at a depth of P2-04 my, a0 deifl net
Cpodivatact operated off Kayalpattinam {Lat. 8 34 N Long, 787 07 Ky This
bothe Brer record of this spectes from this region.

FHo b srahe mackers)  Geogivias seegens Covier, 837 nom, mule 11) (the hhek skin peeled
s preservation of (be spevinen in 39 formaling and head view of the specimen.
it

Description: OF - XXVEHO D2 - L12916 (19} AL LOY6 €173 p-l 4
Vo-HL SCGR - e EREED The specimien was o onate; 837 mem in total length and
320 ¢ in weight, Body very maeh clongate and compressed. In fresh condition the
cidire body, caudal fin, pectoral fin, pebvic fin and imerspinous membrance of first
dorsad, all jeeblack i colour, Lateral line double, commuencing {rom uppoer angle
of the apereadae region;, the first tatecal line conning parallel @ die base of the
firvt dor<at and coding at 25th spine of e first dorsal. Second lateral Tine gently
curves diswn above buse of pectoral, rnaindsg midlatersd and cnding at base of
caudad peduncie, Upper jaw shorter than the fower; teeth inoa single series on
sidus of Jaws, tree parrs of farge compressed camioes anteriody o front of upper
jaws upper jow having 34 teeth (177177 and tower jaw with 36 tecth (187 18).
Dotailod decoriptions of s species are given by Smith (19493 de Beaufors
CRUS T, Jores (19605, and Jones and Komaran { 19807,

Cuenntropical distribufion. Recorded frome East London, Pondotamd in
Southera Advica and Laccadives Seain the Indian Ocean, The present speeinten
wo e firsl record of this species from the Gl of Mannar and seems 10 be the
rucerded,

Mhe atthoss are gratebul o Shei Ko Nagappan Nayar, Oilecer-in-Clarge,
Tutivorin Researeh Comdre of Contral Marine Fisherics Roescarch Institote, Tuti-
corny, Tor s keen inferest and cncouragement
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