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Tunasare highly valued food fishestargeted
by coastal fishers as well as distant water
fishing nations. Different species of tunas
occur inthe neritic and oceanic watersand
are caught by using diversetypesof fishing
craftsand gears. World tunalandingstouched
therecord high of 4.3 milliontin2005. Tuna
is the second largest product in the
international seafood trade constituting over
15%. Although they constitutelessthan 5%
of theworld commercid catch by weight, they
contribute much by dollar value (US$5.3
billion). Tuna fishing and fisheries have

becomepriority themewhileaddressngissues
of development, utilization and management
of fisheries in India in the light of EEZ
regulations and other international
conventions. Oneof thehighlightsof the20"
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Annua Governing Body meeting of the
InfoFishwasthat of tunafishing. Tunasare
expectedtorecevecardind importanceinthe
Indian marinefishing industry inthecoming
years.

Research and devel opment efforts on tuna
and tunafisheriesin the country and abroad
have contributed to a rapid growth of
literature. A great volume of literature
documented over theyears, remain scattered
invariousnationad andinternationd journds,
proceedings, bulletins, special publications
and post-graduate and doctoral theses. Itis
extremely difficult for aresearcher to access
informationfromthese publications, especidly
fromthegrey literature.

Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute
has been giving dueattention in documenting
bibliographiesonvarioustopics. Thelnditute
haspublished over adozen such bibliographies
onvariousaspectsof finfishesand shellfishes.
The present endeavour entitled Bibliography
on tunasincludeslist of referencesonfishery,
biology, stock assessment, tagging and
migratory studies, harvest and post harvest
technologies, trade, conservation and
management. The authorstook all effortsto
includeall relevant literature spred over 234
technical journals published from various
countries, inthisbibliography.

The publication entitled Bibliography on
tunas compiled and edited by Dr. N.GK.

28

Pillal, Head, Pelagic FisheriesDivisonand
Dr. Jyothi V. Mallia, Research Fellow
incorporated all the available publications
includingwebstesrdated tothiscommercidly
important group, so that alarge spectrum of
researchersinthisareawould be benefited.
A totd of over 2000titleshavebeenlistedin
the bibliography under 8 separate sections.
Inorder tofacilitate better utilization, asubject
index and author index hasbeenincluded. The
introductory chapter givesfiedidentification
of tunasfrom Indian seasfollowed by abrief
description of trendsinworld and Indiantuna
fishery, statusof major species, tunafarming/
fattening, tunabreeding and its prospects,
fishing practices, processing, trade and
management of thishighly migratory/sradding
group. Infact thispreamblewill facilitatethe
reader to get an overview of the resoures
before jumping into the bibliography proper
dealt in the book. This bibliography is an
output of theMinistry of Earth Sciences, New
Delhi funded project on Tuna resources of
Indian EEZ - An assessment of growth and
migratory pattern. Thispublicationwill be
a useful information base for the future
researchers and students in the field by
enabling them to have a rapid survey of
relevant literature.
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