ISSN 021.4 380 X

LiurdlRiRSEai

MARINE FISHERIES
INFORMATION SERVICE

VEIPSOF
lELODIOUSSEOnCE'
TOIHt /
MTIOr

c

1947-1996 ;
*:;:r—^o^'
^«SM^^

mw
No.

152

JANUARY

1998

'f^'

L^^'^*-

.iS-

' • ' - ^ » - . «

r/**."*

«rc^.»i

Uir

iTT/^
cl-^-clK

- : H <=H I <=4 c ^ I

TECHNICAL AND
EXTENSION SERIES

^^T^^t^ ^ F m ^ TTTfrF^T^ft CENTRAL MARINE FISHERIES
3 T ^ ^ O T ^ ^FFFgrmr RESEARCH INSTITUTE
<=bin=iH, ^rrrcT COCHIN, INDIA
INDIAN C O U N C I L OF AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

831 On a whale shark Rhincodon typus
landed at Mangalore, Dakshina Kannada coast
One whale shark Rhincodctn typus Smith was accidentally caught by a multiday trawl boat on 27-3-1997
at a depth of 30 m off Murdeshwara, about 160 km
north of Mangalore. The shark got entangled in the
trawl net and was brought to the Mangalore Fisheries
Harbour on the same day. The shark measured 550
cm in total length and weighed about 1.5 t. It was purchased by a local fish merchant for Rs. 750/-. Since
the shark was very heavy, the fishermen could not lift
it out of the water, so it was cut into pieces In the kneedeep water. Only the liver and fins were collected and
the other parts of the body were discarded as there
was no demand for its flesh locally. The liver weighed
approximately 100 kg and was taken for oil extraction.
The gut contents of the whale shark were examined. It
consisted of a large number of smaller pelagics like
Carawc kcdla, few numbers of Carawc gymnostethoids.
Megalaspis cordyla, semi-digested food materials and
digestive fluids. This indicates that the whale shark is
piscivorous. The first dorsal fin measured 78 cm in
length and 57 cm In breadth. Since the body was cut
into several pieces in water itself other detailed measurements could not be taken. The whale shark was a
Juvenile male.
This is the ninth record of landing of whale shark
along the Mangalore coast.
Reported by S. Kemparaju, H.S. Mabadevswamy and
R. Appayya Nalk, Mangalore Research Centre of CMFRI,
Mangalore - 575 001.
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