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profitable business.
Like other echinoderms, starfishes

21

species along Gulf Mannar area. The
possibility of over exploitation of this
species along with its habitat destrruction

constitute a major marine benthic

by coral mining warrants the initiation of

community having significant impacts on

conservation measures and also to study

community structure. At present starfishes

its impacts on ecosystem.

are not included in the list of threatened
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fauna. So far no stock assessment has been

Tuticorin Research Centre of CMFRI,

carried out to study the abundance of the

Tuticorin
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Whale shark, Rhincodon typus
landed at Mandapam, Gulf of Mannar

On 11.01.2006, a male whale shark,

species the matter was informed the

Rhincodon typus measuring 8.2m in length
and approximately 3 tonnes in weight was

Ranger Office, Gulf of Mannar project,
Mandapam camp for further action.

caught in pair trawl net operated 30 kms
away from the shore in Gulf of Mannar at
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a depth of 55m. It was brought to the shore

Sukumaran, N. Ramamoorthy and K.

at Mandapam landing centre around 10 hrs.

Balachandran, Mandapam R C of CMFRI,

As the whale shark is an endangered

Mandapam
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Book Review
Title: Evolution of Fisheries and Aquaculture in India

Authors : N.G.K. Pillai and Pradeep K.
Katiha
Published by : CMFRI, Cochin
ISBN : 81-901219-4-4
Year of Publication : 2004
No. of pages : 240
Binding : Hard bound

The fisheries sector plays a pivotal role in
global economics through generation of
wealth and employment potential for an
ever-increasing population. This sector in
India contributes significantly towards the
above human needs with an annual turn
over of abov e Rs.220 billion forming 1.4%

