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- SYNOPSIS OF MARINE PRAWN FISHERY OF
INDIA FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1978*

Introdaction

- . World fisheries statistics show that India has re-
“ached the top rank in prawn production in 1973 and ever
since, this is being kept up. The fishery constituted by

t coast of India. The demand for the prawns is
rer increasing and all possible measures are being sought
-exploitation of the capture fishery both along the
ast and west coasts of India.. Besides the 14400 me-
‘chanised boats and about 75 larger trawlers introduced
thus far, small and medium sized trawlers are being
introduced into the fishery by the various maritime
fes in increasing numbers. This would result in a
siderable increase in effort.

- The trend in the prawn production over the past
decade and a half shows that there has been steady in-
crease of total landings up to 1973. After this there is
an yearly fluctuation, reaching 220 thousand tonnes in
1975 and again coming down to less than 200 thousand
tonnes in 1976. This trend is to be watched carefully
for proper management of the resources. With a view
tp assess the overall situation of the capture fishery, the
entire data available on the catch and the various fishery
biological parameters are being anlysed to develop
monthly synoptic picture of the fishery along the entire
coastline of India. ~The results of the first  quarter of
1978 are presented.

Total Catch

" Data on the total catch of prawns for the quarter,
the Statewise catch during the months January, Feb-
ruary and March 1978 and  the gearwise catch of
prawns during these periods along with some idea of the
effort expended are shown in figures 1 and 2 and tables
I'and 2. The total catch of prawns amount to 33,208
tonnes out of which 21,947 (66.0%,) is contributed by the
penaeid prawns and the rest 11,262 (34 %) by nonpenaeid
prawns. Comparison with the figures for the same
quarter of the previous year (table 3) shows that
there has been a reduction in this quarter. This is most-
1y contributed by the nonpenaeid prawns from States
other than Maharashtra (table 4), especially in Janu-
ary and March.

As usual, -Maharashtfa contributes to 47.3 % of the
total catch with a production of 15678t. of which 10524t,

penaeid and nonpenaeid prawns is mostly from the

(67.1%,) belong to nonpenaeid prawns, the catch of
February being the highest (tables 2 and 3). This con-
stitutes 93.69, of the total nonpenaeid prawns, the
landings of which in other States being quite negligible.
The catch mostly consists of two species namely the
sergestid Acetes indicus and the palaemonid Palaemon
tenuipes. Among other States, Kerala and Tamil Nadu
contribute to 5193t. (15.7%;) and4392t. (13.3 %) respecti-
vely. The increase in the percentage of landings of
prawns along the Tamil Nadu coast is noteworthy. It
is all the more interesting to note that the catches from
Tamil Nadu coast (fig. 5) is mostly contributed by the
species growing to large size such as Penacus semisul-
catus, P. merguiensis and P. indicus which would fetch
much higher prices than more or less equivalent quan-
tity of smaller prawns landed along the Kerala and Kar-
nataka coasts. The catches of Tamil Nadu has picked
up only recently and the reason for the increasing con-
centration of larger number of trawlers along the Tamil
Nadu coasts is understandable. The contribution of
prawns along the Karnataka coast also is equally en-
couraging, being 3518t. (10.6%). Gujarat and Andhra
Pradesh landed 6.1%, and 4.49 of total landings of
prawns. The landing in Goa was only 1.89%,. The
catch of West Bengal, Pondicherry and Orissa are
considerably less.

Monthwise analysis show that in the overall total
catch of the quarter, the landings were more or less
evenly distributed in the three months. In Maharash-
tra, February showed the maxium of 7048 t. out of
the total of 15678t.and in March it was the minimum of
4235 t. While Kerala showed the major portion of the
catch in March (3484t.) and minimumin February(814t.)
Karnataka had maximum in January (2224t.) with mini-
mum in March (497t.). In Tamil Nadu the catches
were more or less equally distributed in the months of
the quarter, maximum beingin January (1708t.). In Guja-
rat also the major portion of the catch was in January.
Goa had the maximum catch in March (328 t. out of
613 t.) West Bengal and Pondichery landed the maximum
catch in February.

Analysis of the data for gearwise catch in different
States (table 5) would show that the catch from the
indigenous nets dominated, the percentage catch of trawl
nets being 47.5, 26.6 and 52.2%, respectively in January,
February and March. Out of the total catch of 33208t.
in the quarter, only 13929t. (41.9 %) have been landed by
trawlers (upto 13m). The percentage catch by trawlers
show the highest of 34.9 and 25.2 in Kerala and Karna-
taka respectively.

*Prepared by the Members of Crustacean Fishery Resources team,
1The catch figures are provisional.
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Fig. 1. Penaeid and nonpenacid prawn landings and environmental parameters of the sea in different martitime States during January-March 1978.
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2. Prawn landings by commercial shrimp trawlers in relation to the total prawn catch and the fishing effort during January-March 1978.
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Species composition and other biological aspects at
Selected Centres

From each State one or two representative centres
were selected for detailed biological studies of the cat-
ch and these data are presented in figures 3to6. The

Table 1. Prawn Landings in different maritime states from January
to March 1978

Prawn catch in tonnes

Total

Maritime States for
January February March I Qr.

Gujarat 1455 285 293 2033
Maharashtra 4395 7048 4235 15678
Goa 206 79 328 613
Karnataka 2224 797 497 3518
Kerala 895 814 3484 5193
Tamil Nadu 1708 1472 1212 4392
Pondicherry ) 1 62 10 73
Andhra Pradesh 455 483 53 1474
Orissa 4 1 - 5
W. Bengal 34 167 28 229
ALL INDIA TOTAL 11377 11208 10623 33208

Month-wise percentage 343 33.6 321

data from Cochin and Neendakara, two important land-
ing centres for prawns in Kerala has been pooled toge-
ther and presented. Data from another centre in Kerala
namely, Calicut also is given.

Cochin: The total prawn landings in Cochin and
Neendakara (combined) showed a decrease in February,
again reaching above the level of the catch of January
in March (Fig. 3). At the same time the catch per hour
showed a steady decline in February and March. Among
the 5 species of prawns contributing to the fishery,
Metapenaeus dobsoni (Poovalan) with prominent sizes in
males and females ranging from 66-80 mm was the do-
minant species in January and March. Parapanaeop-
sis stylifera (Karikkaadi) with modal lengths of 81-95
mm was second in abundance in all the three months.
But in February Penaeus indicus (Naaran) with promi-
nent sizes of 121-161 mm was the dominant species. The
other two species of Metapenaeus, namely M. affinis
(Kazhanthan) and M. monoceros (Chooden) were absent
in February while present in smaller numbers in the
other months. M. dobsoni consisted of more mature
females in January while P. stylifera had mature females
more in March.

Calicut: The catches were highest in January,
thereafter showing a decrease (Fig. 3). M. dobsoni with
modal length at 78-93 mm was dominant in January
while P. stylifera of modal length at 78-88 mm was more
abundant in both February and March.

Table 2. State-wise penaeid and non-penaeid prawn catch from January to March 1978

- Landings in tonnes

Maritime States January February March Total for I Qr.
Penaeid Non- Penaeid Non- Penaeid Non- Penaeid Non-
Penaeid penaeid penaeid penaeid
Gujarat 1298 157 187 98 154 139 1639 394
Mabharashtra 1626 2769 1606 5442 1922 2313 5154 10524
Goa 206 — 79 — 328 — 613 —
Karnataka 2224 - 791 6 497 — 3512 6
Kerala 872 23 805 9 3393 91 5070 123
Tamil Nadu 1708 — 1462 10 1177 35 4347 45
Pondicherry 1 — 62 — 10 —_ 73 —
Andhra Pradesh 446 9 454 29 526 10 1426 48
Orissa ' 4 —_ 1 — — — 5 —
W. Bengal 24 10 60 107 24 4 108 121
ALL INDIA TOTAL 8409 2968 5507 5701 8031 2592 21947 11261
Month-wise Percentage 38.4 26.4 249 50.7 36.7 229 ’




State-wise prawn landings and percentage for the First
quarter of 1977 and 1978

time States Prawn landings in tonnes Percentage
1977 1978 1977 1978
1289 2033 3.2 6.2
26765 15678 66.5 47.3
263 613 0.6 1.8
1190 3518 29 10.6
6292 5193 15.4 15.7
1370 4392 34 13.3
8 73 .. 0.1
hra Pradesh 2281 1474 57 4.4
509 5 1.3
401 229 1.0 0.6
33208 100.0 100.0

P. indicus was caught only during the month of March.
The size range of modal sizes of this species was 128-153
mm. Small quantities of other spceies viz. P. monodon
and M. affinis were also landed during all these months.
The percentage of mature females was more in March
for P. stylifera while more females were mature in M.
dobsoni during February.

Panaji: (Fig. 4) Out of 6 species represented, M.
monoceros dominated in the catches during February
and March. Butin January P. stylifera was most abun-
dant. The dominant size in M. dobsoni was 73-98 mm
and in P. stylifera 88-113 mm. About half of the fe-
males of M. dobsoni were mature in February. The per-
centage of mature females of P. stylifera was 53.8 and
67.5 in January and March respectively.

Bombay: The major fishery was for nonpenaeid prawns
dominated by Acetes indicus and Palaemon tenuipes. The

4. f'State-wise penaeid and non-penaeid prawn landings and their percentage for the First Quarter of 1977 and 1978

Landings in tonnes & percentage

1977

1978

Penaeid % Non-penaeid % Penaeid % Non-penaeid %

1273 6.5 16 0.1 1639 7.5 394 34

7276 37.0 19489 94.5 5154 23.5 10524 93.6

263 13 — — 613 . 2.8 — —

1190 6.0 — — 3512 16.0 6 —

K 6117 31.1 75 0.4 5070 23.2 123 1.0
" Tamil Nadu 1368 7.0 2 — 4347 19.9 45 0.4
. Pondicherry 7 0.1 1 — 73 0.1 — —_
" Andhra Pradesh 1376 7.0 905 4.4 1426 6.5 48 0.5
. Orissa 508 2.6 1 — 5 — — —
: 'W. Bengal 267 14 134 0.5 108 0.5 121 11
" ALL INDIA TOTAL 19645 100.0 20623 100.0 21947 100.0 11261 100.0

Mangalore: (Fig. 4): The landings as well as the
< catch rate show a steady decrease from Januaryto March.
" The catches are composed of all the 5 species available
~—along the Kerala coast. P. stylifera was dominating
-in the catch during all the months, the prominent size
~~range being 83-108 mm.

«2M. dobsoni ranked second in abundance during
i January and February with dominant sizes of 73-98
~'mm. But in March M. monoceros with modal sizes
- 108-148 mm was second. Appreciable quantities of

penaeid prawn catches were mostly constituted by Sole-
nocera indica, Parapenaeopsis hardwickii, P. stylifera
and M. affinis.

Veraval: The prawn catches dominated by Para-
penaeopsis stylifera were the highest in January, show-
ing a decline in February and March.

Taticorin & Mandapam (Fig. 5): The dominant
species was P. semisulcatus with modal sizes of 113-173
mm. The landings of this species showed a steady decline
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Fig. 3. Catch trend, species composition and biological features
of prawns at Cochin, Neendakara and Calicut.
1. Metapenaeus dobsoni 2. M. monoceros
3. M. affinis 4. Penaeus indicus,
5. [Parapenaeopsis stylifera
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Fig. 4. Catch trend, species composition and biological features
of prawns at Mangalore and Panaji :

1. M. dobsoni, 2. M. monoceros,
4. P. stylifera, 5. Penaeus merguiensis,
7. P. indicus

3. M. affinis,
6. P. monodon,
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of prawns at Tuticorin, Mandapam and Madras.

1. ‘M. dobsoni, 2. M. affinis, 3. P.indicus,
4. -P. semisulcatus’ 5. P. merguiensis, 6. M. monoceros,
7. .P. monodon.
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of prawns at Kakinada, Waltair and Puri.

1. M. dobsoni, 2. M. affinis, 3. M. monoceros,

4, M. brevicornis
7. P, merguiensis,

5. P. indicus, 6. P. monodon,
8. P. stylifera 9. Other species



Table 5. Prawn landings by commercial shrimp trawlers in relation to the total prawn catch during January-March, 1978

Landings in tonnes

January February March Total for 1 Qr.
Maritime States Total Prawn Total Prawn Total Prawn Total Prawn State-
prawn catch by prawn: catch by prawn catch by prawn catch by wise
catch shrimp catch shrimp catch shrimp catch shrimp %
trawlers trawlers trawlers trawlers
Gujarat 1455 784 285 135 293 112 2033 1031 7.4
Maharashtra 4395 304 7048 286 4235 422 15678 1012 7.3
Goa 206 206 79 79 328 318 613 603 43
Karnataka 2224 2224 797 797 497 496 3518 3517 25.2
Kerala 895 788 814 781 3484 3296 5193 4865 349
Tamil Nadu 1708 874 1472 661 1212 580 4392 2115 15.2
Pondicherry 1 — 62 — 10 — 73 —_ —
Andhra Pradesh 455 223 483 241 536 322 1474 786 5.6
Orissa 4 — 1 — e — 5 — —
West Bengal 34 — 167 — 28 — 229 — —
ALL INDIA TOTAL 11377 5403 11208 2980 10623 5546 33208 13929
Monthly percentage 47.5 26.6 52.2 419

from January to March. P.indicus was next inabundance
at Tuticorin while at Mandapam M. affinis ranked second
in quantity of landings during February and March. In
January P. merguiensis was second in abundance in the
total prawn landings at Mandapam. Small quantities
of M. dobsoni were also landed at Tuticorin in January
and March. Percentage of maturc females of P. semi-
sulcatus and P. indicus was more during February at
Tuticorin.

Madras (Fig..5): P. monodon dominated the catch
in January while M. dobsoni was most abundant in Fe-
bruary. P. indicus was the dominant species during
March although it was ranking second in the other two
months. Other species represented in the trawl land-
ings at Madras were M. affinis, M. monoceros. and P.
semisulcatus.

Kakinada (Fig. 6): The most important spe-
cies was M. dobsoni in March. M. monoceros stood next
in abundance. M. affinis, M. brevicornis, P. merguien-
sis, P. monodon and P. stylifera were the other constitu-
ents in the prawn landings at Kakinada.

Waltair (Fig. 6) P. monodon was most abundant in
January while in the other months M. monoceros was
dominating. The other species caught was P. indicus.

Puri (Fig. 6): P. indicus dominated in January, con-
tributing to almost the entire catch, the range of larger

10

sizes being 148-163 mm. In February and March the
most important species was M. affinis, with the
prominent size ranging from 133-138 mm. P. merguiensis
of modal sizes 168-178 wasnext in abundance InJanuary
P. indicus females were mostly spent recovering while

" mature females of M. affinis were about 619 in January

and 30°% in March. 62.5% of females of P. mer-
guiensis were mature in February.

Environmental Parameters (Fig. 1)

In Maharashtra there seems to be a direct corre-
lation between the landings and the temperature and
oxygen content of the seawater. The maximum
catch were recorded in February when the oxygen con-
tent was maximum and the temperature minimum. Si-
milarly in Karnataka also during January oxygen con-
tent was maximum and temperature minimum with
maximum landings of prawns. The same is the condi-
tion in Cochin in March. Although not very clear,
along the Tamil Nadu coast also a similar trend was
evident.




