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THE INDIAN MACKEREL IN 1978* 

INTRODUCTION In 1978, 94.4% of the country's m^kerel catch 
came from the west coast. The contribution from the 

The Indian mackerel, Rastrelliger kanagurta (Cuvier) east coast was only 5.6% against 11.9% of 1977. 
constitutes a fishery of great commercial importance 
in the country. It occurs all along the coast but Statewise landings (Fig. 1) 
over 90% are caught from the west coast off Quilon-
Ratnagiri region. The season for the mackerel West Bengal 
starts by August and lasts till April. But high 
catches usually occur in October-December. No mackerel was landed here in 1978. 

The annual average catch of the mackerel during Orissa 
1950-78 period was around 70,000 tonnes and it formed 
about 8% of the marine fish catch. The landings. The catch in the state was 173 tonnes in 1978. It 
nevertheless, showed considerable fluctuations from year was slightly less than that of 1977 landings of 195 tonnes, 
to yigar as it ranged from 16,431 tonnes of 1956 to The state's percentage in the all-India total mackerel 
204,575 tonnes of 1971. The percentage of mackerel landing was only 0.21 in 1978 against 0.31 of last year. 
to the total marine fish catch varied from 2 to 20 in 1956 No mackerel occurred in Balasore district in the north, 
and 1951 respectively. High catches (36%) occurred in Puri and northern parts 

of Ganjam districts while the southern areas of Gan-
The fishery is supported largely by the commei-cial jam accounted 44% of the state's mackerel landings, 

sizes ranging between 160 mm and 229 mm believed to 
be one-year old and belonging to the maturing stage. Andhra Pradesh 
Population studies showed a survival of only 6%. On 
the basis of the estimates of potential stock the pro- The catch in this state in 1978 vvas 2,|20 tonnes 
duction may be further augmented by expanding with against 1,040 tonnes of last year. The percentage con-
caution the area of exploitation and judiciously extend- tribution by Andhra Pradesh towards all-India catch 
ing the fishing to the existing off-season also. was 3.05% in 1978 against 1.67% in 1977. There were 

no mackerel landings along the coast of Srikakulam 
The mackerel is still being exploited mostly by in- district, the northernmost part of the state. Mackerel 

digenous crafts and gears employing traditional methods. in the state actually occurred in 2 clusters of places, the 
But mechanised fishing by purse seine is slowly getting first one along the coasts of Visakhapatnam and Goda-
popular these days. With the introduction of purse vari districts and the second along the districts of 
seining, the future trends of this fishery in space and Guntur, Prakasam and Nellore. There were no' 
time have to be rather closely watched and this report mackerel in Krishna and Nellore south areas. The 
for 1978 hence becomes quite timely and appropriate. landings from East Godavari aloae formed 46% of the 

state's catch and the catch <rf Gun|:ur'Pr8kasa,m zone 
All-India landings (Fig. 1) contributed to another 46%. 

N 

The mackerel landings in India in 1978 was pro- Tdmil Nadu and Pondicherry 
visionally estimated to be 82,645 tormes against 62,136 
tonnes of 1977. The annual landings from 1974 on- The landings in this part of the country reduced 
wards, as shown in Fig. 1 reveal an increasing ttend to 1,868 tonnes forming only 2.26% in 1978 from 6,072 
in this fishery. tonnes forming 9.77% in ,1977. Forty seven per cent 

Prepared by A. Noble in association with the staff of Finery Resources Assessment Division. Kological data" from centres 
other than Cioohin were provided by M. Vasudeva Pai - Karwar, N. S. Radhakrishnan - Mangalore, T. M. Yohannan-Calicut, 
K. Rajasekharan Nair - Vizhinjam and O.) Mohanraj - lyfaiKiaipani. 
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Fig. 1. Annual landings of mackerel during the years 1974 to 1978 and statewise percentage compositions. (States' percentage in all-India 
mackerel landings and the percentages of mackerel in total catch). 

of the mackerel landings occurred along the coasts of 
South Arcot, Pondicherry, Karaikkal and Thanjavur. 
Next area of good mackerel landings was from south 
end of Ramanathapuram, Thirunelveli and Kanya-
kumari districts contributing to 42 %. 

Kerala 

The catch in Kerala in 1978 was 25,917 tonnes. In 
1977, it was 19,968 tonnes showing some marginal in­
crease. The Kerala landings formed 31.36% and 
32.13% respectively in the country's total catch in 1978 
and 1977. Within the state, the mackerel formed only 
a poor fishery (4%) along the coast of Trivandrum 
district. Along the coasts of Ernakulam district and 
portions of the contiguous districts of AUeppey in the 

south and Trichur in the north, 16% of the state's catch 
was obtained. Mackerel, however, was abundant 
along the Malabar coast from Ponnani to Cannanorc 
where 62% were landed. 

Karnataka 

Major landings in the country in 1978 came from 
this state. It was 50,704 tonnes, forming 61.35% of 
the all-India catch. In 1977, the landings were around 
half that of 1978 and formed only 42.19%. The 
catches in the South Kanara coast up to Coondapur 
accounted to 80% of the state's annual landings. From 
Ganguli to Sasithal the catches, however, were poor. 
In the North Kanara coast, north of Sasithal the catches 
formed 17% of the state's total. 



Goa 

The mackerel landings in Goa was poor in 1978 
as it was only 658 tonnes against 7,661 tonnes of 1977. 
In 1977, the state's catch formed 12.3 % in the total land­
ings of the country, whereas in 1978 it has crumbled to 
a mere 0.8%. The bulk of the state's catch came from 
its northern part. 

in Ratnagiri district adjacent to the Union Territory 
of Goa had 29 % of the State's mackerel landings. In 
Ratnagiri district north of Dandi there was no mackerel., 
In Thana district up to Arnala the catches formed only 
6%. The arrivals of mackerel in the Sasoon Dpck, 
Bombay accounted for 65% of the state's landings. 

Gujarat 

Maharashtra 

The landings in Maharashtra showed a slight decline 
to 699 tonnes in 1978 from 875 tonnes in 1977. The 
state's share in the all-India landings in 1977 was 1,4% 
and in 1978 it reduced to 0.9 %. The coast up to Dandi 

No mackerel landings were recorded in this stated 
in 1978. 

Lakshadweep 

No mackerel occurred here. 
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Fig. 2 (b) Gear (numbers of units in operation) and catch per net at Cochin and Calicut. 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

The catch in 1978 was 106 tonnes as against 111 
tonnes recorded in 1977. Its percentage to the country's 
total landings was 0.13 in 1978 and 0.17 in 1977. The 
catch here includes the species R. brachysoma also. 

Catch in relation to total marine fish landings (Fig. 1) 

The total marine fish catches in the country in 1978 
was provisionally estimated to be 13,85,660 tonnes of 
which 6.0% was mackerel. In 1977, it was only 4.9%. 
In 1976, 1975 and 1974 the percentages were respecti­
vely 4.8, 3.2 and 3.2. As in the case of the total land­
ings of the mackerel, its percentage in the marine fish 

landings of the country also showed an increasing trend 
in the past 5 years. 

Statewise, the mackerel in Orissa formed only 0.6% 
of the local marine fish landings in 1978 against 1.3% 
of 1977. The percentage of mackerel in the marine fish 
catch in Andhra Pradesh increased in 1978 to 3.1 from 
1.0 of 1977. In Tamil Nadu - Pondicherry Coast, on 
the other hand, it was just the reverse, the same falling 
to 0.7% in 1978 from 2.9% of 1977. In Kerala, the 
percentage of mackerel in the marine fish landings in­
creased to 7.0 from 5.8 of last year while in Karnataka 
it increased to 33.2 in 1978 from 27.0 of 1977. Mackerel 
formed the major marine fishery in Goa in 1977 contri­
buting to 31.0% in the state's total catch. But in 1978, 



it accounted only 4.9%. The percentage.of mackerel 
in tiie marine fish landings of Maharashtra State rê i-
mained stationary in 1978 and 1977 at 0.3. In Anda­
man and Nicobar Islands it formed 6.9% in 1978 and 
7.2% in 1977. 

Gear and catch per net (Fig. 2 a-d) 

Observations on the gear and catch per net were 
made at a few selected important centres in the country. 
The bulk of the landings (41.66%) at Vizhinjam was 
made by the boat seine, the catch per net being only 1.10 
kg (Fig. 2a) in 1978 against 2.94 kg of last year. The 
drift net and hooks and lines respectively exploiting 
20.10% and 15.70% of the local mackerel resource had 
a catch of 1.28 kg and 0.30 kg only per net. The konchu 

vala landing 11.65% of the loc^ catch had a turnover 
of 0.90 kg per net, whereas the oandu vala netting only 
5.64% catch had the highest catch per net of 7.39 kg. 
The shore seine contributing to 4.78 % of the total catch 
had a catcb rate <rf 2.63 kg per net. The shore seine 
and the hooks and lines were us«i throughout the year. 
The boat seine though operated all the year round 
except November was predominant during June-October. 
Drift nets were used throughout the year excepting July 
and August Konchu vala was in use in March-June 
and Novembw-D«»raber period and nandu vala in 
November-December period only. Besides these, there 
were some chata vala also in operation in May and June, 
netting a few kilograms of mackerel. Compared to 
last year, th&ce was an overall increase in 1978 in the 
number of operations of all types of gears at Vizhinjam. 
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Three-fourth of the mackerel landings at Cochin 
were made by the boat seine, thangu vala. There was 
an increase in the number of operations of this gear in 
1978, and the catch per net was 48.79 kg against 38.53 
kg of last year (Fig. 2b). The number and catch per 
net of gill net ayila vala, however, decreased in 1978. 

Patten kolli (boat seine) was the major gear account­
ing for about 95.06% of the total cjitch of 1978 season 
at Calicut at a catch rate of 310.95 kg per net (Fig. 2b). 
Drifc net, mathi chala vala, ayila chala vala and trawl 
net were other gears used for catching mackerel here. 
At Quilandy, north of Calicut there were no mackerel 
landings by the boat seine during January-July. During 
August-December, 9,717 patten kolli vala with 209.69 

kg per net landed a total of 2,038 tonnes of mackerel. 
The ayila chala vala landed 230 tonnes of mackerel at 
a catch rate of 30.94 kg per net. Thero were some 
mackerel in the trawl nets also. 

At Ullal the patta bala (gill net) landed only 34.20% 
of the mackerel, the rest having been netted by the shore 
seine (kantha bala). Nevertheless, the catch per net 
of patta bala was 316.70 kg against 4.8 kg of the kantha 
bala (Fig. 2 c). There were a few cast nets also in July 
landing 86 kg of mackerel at a catch rate of 0.4 kg per 
net. The rampan net accounted for 88.94 % of the 
mackerel landings at Baikampady and the catch per 
net was 2,463.3 kg (Fig. 2 c). 
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Ninety two per cent of the mackerel landings at 
Karwar were made by the rampan net which had a high 
catch rate (Fig. 2 d). The contribution by yendi, a 
small shore seine, was just nominal (0.8%). The re­
maining catch at Karwar was landed by the purse seine 
nets. 

Table 1. Purse seine landings in Karnatalia Slate in 1978 in tonnes 

Months Manga- Padu- Malpe Ganguli Bhat- Kar-
lore bidri kal war 

Table 2. Purse seine and rampan landit^s at Karwar, effort and cpue 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

524 

390 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3,219 

4,544 

508 

92 

35 

30 

16 

— 

— 

• — 

146 

62 

— 

— 

277 

144 

57 

58 

— 

— 

2,222 

1,541 

1,269 

12 

2 

114 

386 

27 

7 

— 

2,010 

6,347 

2,570 

1,083 

— 

• — 

— -

— ^ 

• — • ' 

— 

— 

— 

358 

180 

— 
— 

— 

~-

— 

3 

37 

26 

17 
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Mackerel landings by purse seines in the South 
Kanara coast in January-May 1978 was 2,067 tonnes 
(Table 1). The purse seine was not operated during 
June-August period due to rough sea and inclement 
weather. During September-December the landings 
rose to 25,625 tonnes. The total landings in the South 
Kanara in 1978 was 27,692 tonnes and the number of 
units along this coast spread over at Mangalore, Padu-
bidri, Malpe and Ganguli were 112. There were 12 
purse seiners in the North Kanara Coast, 4 of them 
stationed at Bhatkal and 8 at Karwar. The number 
of hauls made by the purse seiners at Karwar in 1978 
was 123 (Table 2) and at a catch rate of 677 kg per haul, 
landed 83.254 tonnes of mackerel. As given in Table 2 
the catch per haul in 1977 was only 177 kg and in 1976 
it was 849 kg. Ihs corresponding catch per rampan 
net showed an inverse relation. 

The purse seine landings from Mangalore to 
Bhatkal in 1978 was estimated to be 28,230 tonnes. The 
number of purse seiners in this area was 116 and the 
catch per purse seine was 243,362 tonnes for the year. 
As at Karwar, the catch per haul for purse seine is not 
available in this region; but is necessary for comparable 
appraisal of abundance and understanding the conse­
quences of mechanisation on the tradi'^onal fishery. 

Unit Year 
Effort 
No. of 

operations 

Catch 
in kg 

cpue 
in kg 

Rampan 

Purse seine 

1978 

1977 

1976 

1978 

1977 

1976 

185 

206 

190 

123 

16 

2 

9,72,645 

21,96,467 

6,79,378 

83,254 

2,834 

1,697 

5,258 

10,662 

3,576 

677 

177 

849 

The trawlers at Calicut and Quilandy have landed 
30.122 tonnes and 10.247 tonnes of mackerel at a catch 
rate of 5.46 kg and 10.69 kg in 1978 (Fig. 2 b). 

The important gear that landed mackerel at Kcela-
karai and Pamban was the drift net and its catch rate 
was 14.75 kg and 16.15 kg respectively (Fig. 2 d). 

Seasonal distribution (Fig. 3) 

The 1977 season lasted tifl April of this year and 
the commercial fishery of 1978 started in September 
in the country. The c^ch was the highest in Septem­
ber and October (peak month). The period May to 
August was off season for the mackerel fishery. The 
season along the west coast was the same as the above 
trend while along the east coast highest catches occur­
red in February and March. 

In Orissa, the catch was high in February-March 
period, and also in November. Along Visakhapatnam-
Godavari coast in Andhra Pradesh, the bulk landings 
occurred In March. There was good yield in February 
also. Along Guntur-Prakasam-Nellore area the catches 
were the highest in February. 

Along the coasts of South Arcot; Pondicherry, 
Karaikkal aiid Thanjavur the catch was the highest in 
June. It was good in February-March and also 
October. The season hei^ on the whole was a protracted 
one, and the coast probably is having an interinediate 
status between the west coast and the east coast. A 
protracted fishery was noticed along Andamahs coast 
also. Along TbirunelveU and Kaiiyakunjari districts 
of Tamil Nadu the mackerel season occurring during 
Deicember-April was almost west coast-hke but for the 
difference that the landings were poor in December and 
abundant in April. 

Along the coasts of Ernakulam district and some 
areas of theiiei|hbouring districts in Kerala, the fishery 



Fig. 3 The seasonal distribution of mackerel in 1978. 

was excellent in September and good in February-April. 
Along the coast of Malapuram-Kozhikode-Cannanore 
districts, the season of 1978 started in September with 
high catches and it was good in October also. The 
landings in January-March period here were only 
moderate. 

In Karnataka State, along the South Kanara Coast 
up to Coondapur the 1978 season was good during 
September-November with peak landings in Octbber. 
In the North Kanara coast the season started in Sep­
tember with good landings and became better in October. 
In November the catch dwindled but recovered in 
December with excellent catches. 

The mackerel fishery in Goa is highly seasonal and 

good catches were recorded 
ber period. 

during September-Decem-

In the Ratnagiri coast of Maharashtra State the 
fishery commenced in October with high catches. In 
November also it was good. Along Bombay coast the 
arrivals of mackerel were in moderate quantities in 
September but were heavy in November and December. 

On the whole the fishery in the southern region of 
the west coast commenced in September with high land­
ings along Kerala. In Karnataka and Goa though- the 
season commenced in September its intensity was more 
in October. In Ratnagiri area, on the other hand, the 
season started only in October and in Bombay region 
the peak occurred in November. To sum up, the fishery 
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Fig. 4 Length distribution and mtimity of mackerel in 1978. 

in 1978 started early in the south and late in the north, 
the peaks occurring earlier in the south than in the north. 

Length distribution (Fig. 4) 

The size as observed in a few selected centres" in 
the west coast ranged between 65 mm and 295mni groups 
and it was the widest at Vizhinjara. In the east coast 
as observed at Mandapam the range was between 200 
mm and 285 mm. 

Till June 1978, the fishery at Vizhinjam was 
supported by older fish of the 1977 season. Concur­
rently small size groups also started occurring in May 

and they became* dominant in June and July. The re­
cruitment seems to Aave started at Cochiain July. At 
CaUcut there was a gap in the data in July and August. 
However, at Quilandy a centre very near to it, ^tiie re­
cruitment commenced in August. At Karwar in the 
north, it commenced in September; Older fish of 1977 
season continued in the fishery in small numbers till 
the end of 1978 at Calicut At Karwar it lasted up to 
October and at Viaaiinjam up to November. 

The length of fish in the purse seine catches at 
Mangalora ranged between 175.mm and 245 mm groups 
in January-Match with the modes falling between 200 
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mm and 215 ram groups. In the season of 1978 the size 
range was between 125 mm and 260 mm groups with 
the mode at 175 mm group in September to 200 mm 
group in November. The length of fish in the purse 
seine landings at Karwar during August - November 
ranged between 130 mm and 220 mm groups among 
the new recruits with modes at 150, 190 and 210 mm 
groups in September, October and November respec­
tively. Among older fish in the last leg of the previous 
season extended to August-October period, the sizes 
ranged between 215 mm and 260 mm groups with the 
mode centred around 240-245 mm groups. 

In the trawler landings at Quilandy, the mackerel 
ranged in size between 200 mm and 230 mm groups 
with the mode falling between 210 mm and 220 mm 
groups. 

Growth 

The shifting of size from mode 205 mm group in 
January to 230 mm group in April at Karwar indicates 
25 mm growth in 4 months and it appears normal with 
the commercial sizes during that part of the year. The 
growth in the ncvv recruits of 1978 also seems to be 85 
mm in 6 months at Cochin, 80 mm in 5 months at 
Quilandy and 60 mm in-4 months at Karwar; indicating 
on the whole an increase of 15 mm a month, also normal 
with them during this part of the year. 

Age composition 

Age composition in the commerical catches at 
selected centres of observation in important gears are 
given in Table 3. The commercial fishery consists 
mainly of 1-year old fish (160-229 mm) at all centres 
along the west coast except at Vizhinjaiw}iere the 0-
year olds (<159 mm) dominated. In the east coast, 
as observed at Keelakarai the 0-ycar olds were absent 
and the 1-year olds dominated with a good number of 
2-year olds (230-269 mm) also occurring. The 0-year 
olds in the west coast was absent in the northern sector 
where comparatively more 2-year olds appeared. 

Mortality 

From the occurrence of different age groups in the 
current season and the last season (Table 3), the instant­
aneous total mortalitv coefficient of the mackefel was 
calculated to be uM^at Cochin and 'hOoroT^at 
Karwar which indicate that 99.83% and 99.89% of fish 
respectively at these places perished due to various 
causes. At Vizhinjamj the insiantan«)us total mortality 

survival of 29.787% probably resulting in improvement 
in the current landings. Likewise^ Calicut the instant­
aneous total mortality was r.SffaS which means a sur­
vival of 18.868% also showing better landings, 

Table 3. Catch, in number offish per net, in different year classes in 
important gears at selected centres of observation 
new rerniitt during June-December period 

Place 
(Net) year 

0-year 
< 159 

mm 

I-year 
160-229 

2-year 3-year 
239-269 > 270 

mm mm 

Keelakarai 
(Drift net) 

Vizhinjam 
(Boat seine) 
- -do-

Cochin 
(Boat seine) 

-do-

Calieut 
(Boat seine) 
-do-

Quilandy 
(Boat seine) 

Ullal 
(Patta bala) 
-do-

Baikampady 
(Rampan) 
-do-

Karwar 
(Rampan) 
-do-

1978 

1978 
1977 

1978 
1977 

1978 
1977 

1978 

1978 
i977 

1978 
1977 

1978 
1977 

Sex composition 

0 

18 
47 

2 
58 

48 
25 

57 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

99 

14 
14 

506 
591 

1,002 
1,537 

3,424 

0 
3,184 

29,418 
54,021 

59,231 
1,26,065 

57 

0 

1 
0 

290 
120 

15 

0 
0 

0 
0 

135 
251 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

0 
0 

coefficient was calculated to be indicating a 

There was no segregation of sexes and its distri­
bution in the landings on the whole was almost equal 
in proportion. 

Maturity and spawning (Fig. 4) 

The fish were mostly in early stages of sexual 
maturity in the beginning of the year. From the 
advancement of maturity as well as from the occurrence 
of the spent and spent recovering fishes in the catches, 
the spawning seems to have occurred at Vizhinjam 
around May and at Cochin after May. At Karwar it 
appears to have taken place in August. At Calicut 
there are indications of the beginning of spawning in 
July. 

Feeding 

The feeding of the mackerel in 1978 as observed 
at Cochin appeared to be moderate, the average monthly 
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displacement volume of the stomach contents vairylng 
in the year between 0.222 ml and 0.517 ml. 

Forecast 

The fishery continuously showing improvements 

since 1974, except for a minor decline in 1977, is pro­
bably heading for higher catches in or about the year 
1980-81, 


