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between 60 to 130 mm, while S. prashadi

ranged between 55 to 110 mm (Plate.1).

From November the size of S.aculeata

ranged betwen 70 to 180 mm and

S.prashadi ranged between 70 to 170 mm.

The two species could easily be identified,

since the cuttle bone of S.prashadi is very

distinct with its dorsal surface being pink

in colour (Plate-2). However, both the

species were not segregated and they were

sold together at the rate of Rs.60-80/Kg

by auction at the landing center.

Adults of S. prashadi locally known as

‘Chaka goti’, develop prominent lateral

stripes on its dorsal surface (Plate.3) and

the size ranges  from 130  to 170 mm and

are sold along with the catch of

S.pharaonis.
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Malacanthus latovittatus

On  the first record of a rare marine ornamental
fish from the Gulf of Mannar

1162

A single specimen of reef associated sand

tilefish belonging to the family

Malacanthidae was landed at the Pamban

landing centre of Gulf of Mannar on 21/

02/2006. The specimen was identified as

the sand tile fish, Malacanthus latovittatus

(commonly known as Blue blanquillo/Blue

whiting). It is one of the commercially

important rare ornamental fish. The fish

(female) measured 33.8 cm in total length

and weighed 292.5g. It is for the first time

that this species is recorded from the Gulf

of Mannar, though this species was

recorded earlier from Lakshadweep and A

& N  Islands. On enquiry fishermen

informed that the species was caught in a

shrimp trawler off Pamban in Gulf of

Mannar at a depth ranging from 10-50m.
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