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ABSTRACT

Three species of portunid crabs, Porfunus (Monomia) gladiator Fabricius,
Charybdis (C) granulata Herbst and Portunus (Xiphonectes) hastaloides (Fahri-
cius), and two species of prawns, Metapengeus hilarula (de Man) and Sicyonis
lancifera (Dlivier), being first records of these species from the coast of Msharas-
tra, are briefly described. Except the crab P. (X). hastatoides, which was collect-
e« from the Dol catches landed at Versova, all the species were collected from
traw] catches landed at Sassoon Docks, Bombay.

Crabs _
1. Portunus (Monomia) gladiator Fabricius

(Fig. 1)

Material: Two females of carapace lengths 52 mm and 43 mm and carapace
width 77 mm, 66 mm and one male with carapace length 45 mm and width 75
mm were collected from trawler landings at Sassoon Dock. One of these females

was berried,

Remarks: The species was identified as P(M) gladiator Fabricius from the
important features such as low granwdated elevations of the carapace; front with
four teeth, middle pair being small; upper orbital margin with two fissures; and
chelipeds with crimson spots described as characteristic of the species by Bar-
nard (1950). A single row of granules was found to be present on the postero-
lateral border of the carapace in both sexes. Granules were also noticed to be



SUBE RN AT

WG b Forberne (A canamidoy glagdiotor collected  Trom Sassocnm Dock.

preset s thie bies of postosotateral spines and. 1 the case of fast posterolateral
spine, i dehivite single row wos found 1o be extending to the base of the spine
feom the eovapace. Three distinel anterofateral granofated patches on the cura-
puce, squaisiforie putches an e undersurluce of chelipeds reported as ehurac-
feristic of the species by Stephewson and Compbell (E959) . were presont, The
specific chansctoristios of sl pleopod of the abdomen of male and third muxil-
iped in both the seses agreed with eardier  desceriptions. This  species  has
doviry close resemblance with I (Menomia) argenraiiy (white). But the fol-
fowing chasacters given by Sukai (19763 are helpful o identifying the species,

Porfunie (Moresioy  gladiator Portunus { Moaomia) argentutiy
b darger species b Smaller species

2. Chelipeds with crhmson spots 2. Noi with crifnson spois
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3. No spot on the doctylas of last 30 A wpot on ibe dactvhus of fast

antbulatory fups . ambulatory legs

40 Penultimaie segment of male 4. Penultbmnte sepmient of male
abdomen not conver on the abdomen roarhedly convex on the
outer horder ourer border

Disribuiion: Indopacific: recorded from China, Sumatra. New Guinea, Awstralia,
Mergui Archipelago, India, Mudaeascur and Mauritins, This 35 i first record
from Muabarashira region of 1he Indiun coast.

20 Charvbdiv 1 Charviediny wramidars e Hann
{ Fig. 2}
Materil: One male with cavapace length 40 o and width 56 mm.

Reprks: The churucters such as first anterolateral tooth beinp blunt and bt
betng smatler than preceding ot hand of chelipeds with 5 spines on the
apper margio, keeled nature of 2nd 1o dth abdominal scements, and colour
patiern of the thumb and finger of chelipeds resemble those of € (C) iwtator
Fabricius as reported by Bornacd (1950} from South Alricin walers.

However, syuamiform nsture of the Jower padim of cheliped, which s
not lonyitadinally swdeate s shown i Fige 20 booand the rounded mature of ihe
ecral bovders of the peneliingate seament of make abdomen are distinguishing
feutures of O (Cy gronndeie e Hlaan as repovied by Sakar (19760, fram Jape
pose witters, I the present case. only cieht chelped was fovod o have sguami

P 2 harvhdi charebdis arannkara,
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form ridges on the undersurface of the palm whereas the left cheliped was smaller
in size with granules on the undersurface of the palm which may be an abnor-
mallty, quite common among portunid crabs,

Distribution: Indopacific-Japan-Hongkong to Durban in South Africa, as Sakai
(1976} considers Barnard’s € (C) natator to be probably C (C) granulata.

3. Portunus (Xiphonectes) hastatoides Fabricius

Material: 6 specimens collected from a Dol net catch sample from the inshore
waters of Versova on 7.3.1984,

Remarks: The portunid crab Portunus (Xiphonectes) hastatoides Fabricius is a
deep water species inhabiting a depth range of 30-100 m (Sakai, 1976). Though
Alcock (1899) has recorded this species from Indian waters, Chhapgar (1959),
studying the crabs of Bombay, did not come across the species in the Bombay
coast.

The specimens were within a size range of 8-11 mm in carapace length
and 18-25 mm in carapace width with an average weight of 29 g. Both males
and females were present in the sample in almost equal proportion. The distin-
ctive features of this species are as noted below: -

1. Posterolateral border of the carapace curved and produced into a clawlike
structure.

2. Granulated patches on the carapace with three rows in the posterior half,

- 3. The abdomen in male fused with 4th and 5th segments and narrowing very
rapidly.

4. Anterolateral border of carapace with nine teeth,

5. Posterior border of propodus of natatory legs finely serrated and the last
segment in juveniles with black patch in fresh connition.

The first two species are large-sized portunid crabs and were fished by
private irawlers off Ratnagiri coast in depth ranging from 40 to 70 m. The land-
ir;gs of the species together amounted to only 50 kg/day, but these two species,
becanse of their size, may develop in future a fishery potential in the areas off
Maharashtra coast, P. (X) hastatoides may not have any commercial value be-
cause of its small size as well as its stray occurrence.

Prawns
1. Metapenaeopsis hilarula (De Man)
{Fig. 3)
Material: Three mature females were collected from Sassoon Dock, Bembay, on
2.10.1984. The specimens were found mixed among M. stridulans in the trawler
_ catches from off Murud-Harnai coast of Maharashtra, in a depth range of 30-70
m. The specimens ranged 41 mm fo 61 mm in size.
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Vit 30 Mevapenaeas Wiforila

Rerparks: The sudiepr clurpciers of M. fddarads wseful o the identibontion ot

the spugion b

booSodolating orgun abeont e cleny distinction to M. strédulany.

2. Tebsan Falls shvart of tip of ner uropods,

30 Sempat vesicle of thelyeum broad distalty and ot tibular.

4. Body lows closely mottled than in other Metapenaeapsis sp.

5 bbb hall of woscds distinetly marked with dark brownish red cofour in

frosh conditiog,

The wpecies fiy been reported by Mutha (19715, Kuathirvel o of (1976)
and Goovge (P99 from Todinn witers,

This i the bt cecord of the species from Bombay waters, Fts occureence
i frnwder eatehios hus been noticed only in smadl numbers.
2. Sicvorda lancifera { Olivier)
{Frg. )

Materigl, One adolt female measoring S8 mne fo wtal leogth and 15 mm in
carapace length was collected on 2001008984 from Sassoon Dock trawler catches,
from awwmy  Frachvpendens curvivostris and Solenoccera choprai, The wrea of
fishing wus the same as reported for M. hilarula above.

Remeards: The distineave charncteristics of the species ane:
oo Past rosteod coving aemied with § teeth,

20 Abdominal pleury of Tet and 2nd scoments unispinose while Jrd, dth and
Sthowith 3 spiees.

3.0 Dl peddish brown in cotour with durkish patches on the abdominal scpments.
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FoCe, 30 Nécvosdn faneiferd.

4. A puir of height rounded dark matkings present on the first abdominal ter-
gum dfeining the carapace, The cephalothoracic appendages banded with
redd and white patches alternatively in fresh condition.

Stevenie fancifera (Oliviery has been reported carlier from Indian waters
by Kuriern {19531, Geurge (1967) and Muthu (1871}, This is the first record
from the mowthwest cowst of Miharashtea,

Fhe avthors are gestelol o O B G Siles, Director, CMPR], Cochin
for his kind ececouragement and dlso wish to oxpress their sincere thanks to Pr.
M. F. Geotge. Semor Seientist and the Projeet Leader, for kindly going through
the munuscript amd suggestisg modifieations. Thanks are due to Shric AL I
Sawuani. Fickd Assistaut, for i help.
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