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DEVELOPMENT OF MADRAS FISHERIES HARBOUR AND NEED FOR 
SHIFTING THE COMMERCIAL MECHANISED FISH LANDING SITE 

TO THE FISHERIES HARBOUR 
P. Thirumilu, P. K. Mahadevan Pillai and P. Poovannan 

Madras Research Centre of C.MF.R.L, Madras-600 006 

Establishment of fisheries harbours Is an 
essential pre-requisite for the development, or­
ganisation and expansion of power fishing vessels 
and proper handling of catches landed. Facilities 
for servicing and berthing of fishing vessels at 
fisheries harbours having the required infrastruc­
ture pave the way for the development of fisheries 
and effective utilisation of fish catches. 

Way back in 1951, the Indo-Pacific Fisher­
ies Council has passed resolution to promote the 
progress of underdeveloped fishing industries in 
the Indo-Pacific region and recommended setting 
up of government bodies in every country of the 
region on permanent basis with proper authority, 
organisations and funds to ensure the navigabil­
ity of approaches to fishing ports. Accepting the 
recommendations, the Government of India con­
vened an All India Fisheries Conference in 
Madras in 1956 and the major point discussed 
was the construction of fisheries habours. Later, 
construction of fisheries harbours at selected 
centres along the Indian coasts was initiated by 
the Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Government 
of India as per the recommendation of National 
Harbour Board in 1964 according to which 
Royapuram at Madras was selected as one of the 
sites for the construction of a fisheries harbour. 
The present account discusses briefly the salient 
features of Madras Fisheries Harbour with a note 
on the marine fish landings taking place outside 
the harbour premises where proper amenities are 
absent for handling and transportation of fish 
catches which indicates the necessity for utilising 
the harbour for the convenience of fishing 
industry. 

The construction of Madras Fisheries Har­
bour was started in 1973 and completed in 1985 
at a cost of Rs. 12.6 crores with a trawler wharf 
of 495 m. It affords berthing facility for 50 
trawlers and nearly 50 pablo type boats and is 
capable of handling about, 40,000 t of fishes per 
annum (Photographs 1- 4). The harbour is 
enclosed by breakwaters on either side with a 

ground area of 60 hectares and the depth of water 
during the low tide is 6 m. The tidal amplitude 
is 1 m in the fisheries harbour area and regular 
dredging is done to keep the bar mouth open with 
a depth of 12 m. Detailed layout plan of the 
fisheries harbour Is given in Fig.l. Particulars of 
the dimensions of the harbour and tariffs charged 
for berthing the vessels and the administrative 
authority of the fisheries harbour are as follows: 

Salient feature of the harbour 
1. Eastern breakwater 

2. Northern breakwater 

3. Trawler wharf 
4. Dredging 

5. Auction and packing hall: 
6. Electrical sub-station 

7. Administrative Office 

8. Water supply works 

Slipway and repair 
faculties 

Full length 1085 m. Capping 
blocks have also been laid 
Full length 830 m. Capping 
blocks have also been laid 
Full length 495 m 
65 acres out of 120 acres 
basin has been dredged to a 
depth of 6 m 60 acres of land 
has been reclaimed 
Length 90 m, breadth 18 m 
Built to supply the energy 
needs of the entire harbour 
complex and energised to 11 
K.V.A. 
A double storeyed building 
has been constructed and is 
under use 
Low level reservoir of 2 lakhs 
gallons capacity. Overhead 
tank of 75.000 gallons ca­
pacity with distribution lines 
500 Te. capacity. Can accom­
modate 10 vessels at a time 

6 Nos. Boat repair bay of 18 m long 
4 Nos. Trawler repair bay of 23 m, 28 m, 35 m, and 
42 m long 

Tariff 
Berth hire charges 
Trawlers 

Mechanised boats 

Lease rent 

Rs. 3,000 per quarter per trawler or 
Rs. 1,000 per month per trawler or 
part thereof 
Rs. 300/- per quarter per boat 
(A tentative rate of Rs. 90/- per 
quarter per boat Is fixed based on 
representation and is being collected) 

Rs.65/- per sq.m per annum 
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