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diversity of the plant. Dispersal distances of seagrass
seeds are usually limited to a few meters and seeds
settle rapidly into the sediment surface except during
seasons of high wind velocity and consequent tidal
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current. Seed deposition is more advantageous over
vegetative propagation of new shoots for
maintenance of seagrass meadows frequently
subjected to environmental stress.

Occurrence of humpback
whale at Thrissur

K. J. Baby

Humpback whale stranded at Thaikulam
landing centre, Thrissur

Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Cochin

O

n 18th May 2008, a humpback whale in decayed

Species name

Megaptera novaengliae

condition was stranded at Thalikulam landing

Common name
Total length
Width
Flipper length
Fluke
Approximate weight

Humpback whale
9.8 m
3.45 m
2.6 m
2.4 m
2t

centre in Thrissur District of Kerala State. The whale
was taken to the shore (using a poclain) and buried
on the next day. The measurement of the species
landed is given below:

Bumper landing of giant sea catfish
Arius thalassinus by purse seiners
at Malpe Fisheries Harbour, Karnataka

Catfishes being landed at
Malpe fisheries harbour.
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T

he fishing season resumed on11th August 2008
after 57 days ban for mechanized fishing with

an encouraging note of good fishing along the coast.
On 25.08.2008, bumper landing of catfishes were
observed at the Malpe harbour by purse seiners.
Heavy landings of catfishes were observed in 1980’s
after which catch showed a sharp decline raising

concern about extinction of the spices along the
coast. On 25th August 2008, three purse seiners in
Malpe caught about 59 t of catfishes in a single day
operation. The depth of operation was about 54 m.
The size ranged from 97-122 mm and the majority
of the fishes were mature. The catfishes were sold
at the rate of Rs. 20-30 per kg which was procured
for sale in Maharashtra market.

