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1084 Unusual heavy landings of Tachysurus dussumieri by dol net at Arnala
Arnala is one of the major landing centres of

ground. The fishermen had actually set out for pomfret

Maharashtra for dol netters. The dominant groups

fishing and the catfish catch was much unexpected. In

caught by this net include Bombay duck, Coilia and

the last haul huge quantities of catfishes were caught

nonpenaeid prawns. In addition to this net, large mesh

with a catch per hour of 1329 kg.

sized dol nets are also used to catch silver pomfret at

The catfishes comprised of Tachysurus dussumieri (53-

Arnala. In general, the operation is restricted to a depth

81 cm). Each fish weighed about 6 to 9 kg. 35% of the

of about 40 m and the catch is brought ashore after every

males were found to carry eggs in their buccal cham-

one or two hauls.

ber, which indicates that the catfish could have migrated

On 22-01-04 at about 1600 hrs huge landings of catfish

to the nearshore areas for breeding purpose.

were observed from two dol netters at the centre. One

The entire catch was auctioned at the landing centre

of the units had a catch of 5,100 kg with 1300 number

for Rs.1,86,000 at a rate of Rs.20/- per kg. These fishes

of fish and the other had 4,200 kg with 1100 specimens.

were in turn sent to Crawford market, Mumbai.

Both the dol netters set out for fishing on 17-01-04 off

Reported by : J.D.Sarang, J.R.Dias, Sujit Sundram and K.K.Baikar,
Mumbai Research Centre of CMFRI, Mumbai.

Cambay region and operated 10-12 nets at the fishing

1085 G.M.C. Balayogi fish landing jetty, Savithri Nagar, Yanam, U.T. of Pondicherry
The Pondicherry Government took initiative to con-

fish drying yard and a road for conveyance. There is

struct a fish landing jetty for the benefit of Savitrinagar

no ice plant, power, water supply, shelter, bus stand

and Bhairavapalem fishers in 1999 and was completed

facilities in the jetty. At an average about 140 Trawlers

in 2001 at an estimated cost of Rs.65 Lakhs. The jetty

utilize this facility for berthing and sale of fish.

was named as GMC Balayogi fish landing jetty. The

Prepared By : T. Dhandapani and N. Burayya, KRC of CMFRI,
Kakinada.

jetty was designed to accomadate 50 fishing trawlers,

1086

On the stranding of sea cow Dugong dugon at Mandapam along the
Gulf of Mannar coast.

In the seas around India, sea cows are distributed in

and a part of alimentary canal was found protruded

the Gulf of Mannar, Palk Bay, Gulf of Kutch and

outside the body near the genital region. It appeared

Andaman islands. On 18.9.2003, a dead male sea cow

that the injury might have caused by a propeller of in-

Dugong dugon (Muller) measuring 194 cm in total length

board engine vallams operating in the near shore wa-

and about 125kg in weight was stranded along the Gulf

ters. The morphometric measurements of specimen are

of Mannar coast at Mandapam, Tamil Nadu. The ani-

given in Table 1.

mal had external wounds in the posterior side of body
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Table 1. Morphometric measurements (in cm) of the

Depth of body at origin of flipper

38

sea cow, Dugong dugon stranded at Mandapam

Depth of body in region of eye

23

Total length (snout to notch of caudal fluke)

194

Tip of lower jaw to notch of caudal fluke

184
103

Tip of snout to centre of eye

20

Tip of lowr jaw to centre of anus

Tip of snout to anterior insertion of flipper

42

Length of upper jaw

10

Length of lower jaw

8

Tip of snout to centre of anus

112

Notch of fluke to posterior end of flipper

145

Length of fluke on outer curvature

43

Distance between the extremities of flukes

61

Width at insertion of flukes

41

Length of flipper from anterior insertion to tip

33

Length of flipper along curve of lower border

39

Greatest width of flipper

13

Depth of body at anal region

35
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Notch of fluke to origin of penis

94

Distance between the two flippers

38

Length of muzzle

18

Width of muzzle

15

Length of eye

2.5

Interorbital length

26

Weight (in kg)

125

Reproted by : A.Raju, C.Kasinathan, N.Ramamoorthy and P.Villan,
Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam Camp.

Landings of juveniles of Sepia pharonis (Ehrenberg, 1831) and
Loligo duvauceli in trawl catches at New Ferry Wharf, Mumbai.

Juveniles of cephalopods such as Sepiella innermis, Se-

are apparent. The size ranged between 40-80 mm.

pia aculeata and Loligo duvauceli were observed at New

Sepia pharonis is caught mainly from depths beyond

Ferry Wharf, Mumbai throughout the year as the

30m. During the reproductive season, it migrates shore-

trawlnet with code end mesh of 10mm, but the occur-

ward and aggregates in shallow waters. Spawning

rence of junveniles of Sepia pharonis was rare. On close

takes place throughout the year with peak from Octo-

monitoring it was observed that even juveniles of Sepia

ber to December and March to April on the west coast.

pharonis do occur in March-April and it constitutes

On the west coast they grow to 140mm in six months

about 10% of the total Sepia pharonis catch. Due to its

suggesting that the reported catch of juveniles landed

close resemblance to Sepia aculeata the catch was sold

at New Ferry Wharf with a size range of 40-80 mm were

alongwith Sepia aculeata. As the catch of juveniles of

less than six months old. Monthly average landings

Sepia pharonis were overlooked, its occurrence were not

ranged between 0.28 t in June to a maximum of 88.23 t

reported from this region. On close observation Sepia

in February.

pharonis juveniles were easily distinguished from the

Loligo duvauceli locally known as Nal makul forms a

juveniles of other cuttlefish especially by the cuttlebone

major component of cephalopod fishery off Mumbai.

in which all the characteristic features of the species

It spawns throughout the year along both the coasts,
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