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Groupers procured from the hook & line
landingsare prefered for export. Nearly 3-5
seafood export firmssituated in and around
Tuticorin exported Epinephelustauvinaand
E. malabaricusto Chinaand Honkong since
2000.

Assoon asthefishiscaught itsmouthistied
tightly by nylon ropein order to prevent the
damageof air bladder (Fig. 1). Entirefishis
covered by polythene sheet over whichice
piecesare spread for onboard preservation
and brought to the shorefor auctioning. After
the procurement at the landing centers, the
fishesaretransported to the packing shedin

On the export of Groupers from Tuticorin

enclosed van by following the scientific
handling procedures. Fishesweighing more
than 2 kg are preferred and procured at the
rate of Rs. 150/- to Rs. 300/- per kg
depending on the sizeand demand.

Fig. LAview grooer cat, moh is
tied with nylonerope
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Thesegroupersareweighedindividualy and
packedinthermocool boxesof different Sizes.
Ineach box around 40 kg of fishesare packed
withicepieces. |ce piecesare spread at the
bottom of the box above which apolythene
sheetisspread. Thenthegroupersareplaced
and covered by the same polythene sheet.
Once again ice pieces are spread on the
surface of covered polythene sheet thereby
avoidingthedirect contact of icewiththefish.
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Thenthetop of thebox isclosed by thelid.
Entire thermocool box istightly sealed by
cellophane tape. Subsequently these boxes
aretransported to Kanyakumari fromwhere
theseboxesareair lifted to marketsin China
and Honkong. Thiskind of export tradetake
place round the year and the peak seasonis
between November and March.
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