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Then the top of the box is closed by the lid.

Entire thermocool box is tightly sealed by

cellophane tape. Subsequently these boxes

are transported to Kanyakumari from where

these boxes are air lifted to markets in China

and Honkong. This kind of export trade take

place round the year and the peak season is

between November and March.

Prepared by : G. Arumugam and T.S.

Balasubramanian, TRC of CMFRI, Tuticorin

A 21.1 ft dead female whale shark was

stranded at Kovalam in a multifilament

polypropylene net cast on 18th of July 2005

and was drifted ashore in the early morning

hours.

Reported by : V. Thanapathi, M. Ravindran,

V.A. Leslie, S. Ganesan, D. Pakkiri, A.

Janakiraman and M. Anbu, MRC of CMFRI,

Chennai

Rhiniodon typus landed at Kovalam fish landing centre1206

On 12.9.06 a whale shark got entrapped in a

trawl net while fishing off kollam at a depth of

46m. The fish was brought to Sakthikulangara

Fisheries Harbour. The male shark measured

445 cm in total length and weighed approxi-

mately 2 tonnes. Later it was sold for

Rs.1000/-.

Reported by : Sijo Paul, Kollam field centre

of CMFRI, Kollam

Whale shark Rhiniodon typus landed at Kollam1207

There was an unusual fishery of Babylonia

spirata along the Pulicat coast during Febru-

Unusual landings of live gastropod
Babylonia spirata along the coast of Pulicat1208

ary - March 2006.

The estimated landing was 78.5 t. Fibre glass

These groupers are weighed individually and

packed in thermocool boxes of different sizes.

In each box around 40 kg of fishes are packed

with ice pieces. Ice pieces are spread at the

bottom of the box above which a polythene

sheet is spread. Then the groupers are placed

and covered by the same polythene sheet.

Once again ice pieces are spread on the

surface of covered polythene sheet thereby

avoiding the direct contact of ice with the fish.
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boats fitted with outboard engine using

Navara valai was used for fishing. The catch

was sold at the rate of Rs. 55/- kg.

As a conservative measure, the village

Panchayat imposed a ban on this fishery as

bulk removal of this particular gastropod re-

source might result in the decline in the fish-

ery of not only gastropods but also other finfish

resources too in the habitat.

Reported by : R. Thangavelu and P.

Poovannan, MRC of CMFRI, Chennai

Heavy landings of (61.5 t) S. commer-

sonianus (Fig. 1) was landed by hooks &

line, mechanised gillnet, trawlnet and other

indigenous gears like Pannuvalai (gillnet),

Kolavalai (driftnet) and Pachchavalai

(castnet) at Kasimedu Fisheries Harbour

during January 2005 to December 2005

(Table 1).

Unusual heavy landings of Talang queenfish
Scomberoides commersonianus in Chennai coast

1209

S.commersonianus catches were landed by

hooks & lines operated at Chinnaneelankarai,

Chinnandikuppam, Nainarkuppam, Panayur

and Kovalam landing centres. In October

2005, S.commersonianus dominated the

catch, followed by seer fish and carangids.

The catches ranged from 50 to 200 kg per

boat (Table 2).

In Kovalam landing centre, heavy landings of

S.commersonianus, i.e., 3.8 t out of 6.0 t

were landed in 6 days (Table 3)

Table 2. Estimated catches of S. commer-

sonianus landed by hooks & line in different

landing centres during October 2005.

Centres Catch CPUE Effort % in

(t) (kg) (units) total catch

Kasimedu 3.6 11.9 303 25.9

Chinnaneelankarai 0.4 8.9 90 27.8

Chinnandikuppm 0.5 7.1 70 30.6

Nainarkuppam 0.7 4.1 171 16.4

Panaiyur 1.8 14.4 125 36.2

Kovalam 6.0 18.6 323 79.2

Total 13.0

Table 1. Catch of S. commersonianus in

various gears at Chennai Fisheries Harbour

during 2005

Gear Catch CPUE Effort

(t) (kg) (units)

Hooks & line 14.1 3.5 4038

Mech. gillnet 27.4 18.3 1494

Trawlnet 14.6 0.7 20087

Other units 5.4 1.5 3640

Total 61.5


