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1210 On thefirst record of the grouper,
Epinephelus flavocaeruleus from Gulf of Mannar

A single specimen of the reef-associated
grouper, Epinephelusflavocaeruleus(Fig.1)

! e p—_—— B b AR
reap s dugre ty o8 L G R ) fuico ik b S|

Fig. 1. Epinephelusflavocaeruleus

waslanded at Keelakarai on 19-09-2006. It
was caught in atrap kept at a depth of 8m
near Appaisland in Gulf of Mannar. The
speciesbelonging to thefamily Serranidae,
named asBlueand Yellow grouper andlocally
known as Manjel Kaleva in Tamil. It is
reported that adults have yellow finswhile
smdll juvenileshave about half blueand half
yedlowfins

The morphometric measurements of the
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specimenaregivenbelow:

Totd length : 39cm
Number of dorsal spines i |
Number of dorsal softrays : 17
Number of ana spines . 3
Number of anal soft rays . 8

Total weight : 1.27kg

Itisdistributed in Indian Ocean from Djibouti
southtoAlgoaBay, South Africa(34°S) and
eastward to the Andaman Sea and Sabang
island at the northwest tip of Sumatra,
including Mozambique, Zanzibar, Kenya,
Reunion, Mauritius, St. Brandon's Shoals,
Seychelles, Lakshadweep idands, Chagos,
Rodriguez, Sri Lanka, and Andamanidands.
Thisspeciesisalso recorded from the west
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coast of India, using underwater visual
obsarvations. However, it isnot known from
the Red Seaor the Persian Gulf.

It is reported that juveniles of the species
inhabit shallow reefs, while, adultsarefound
in deeper reefs. A depth range of 10-150m
isconsidered asthe preferred environment
for the species. Epinephelusflavocaeruleus
wasreported to grow upto alength of 90 cm
and attainaweight of 15kg. Itisbelievedto
feed on avariety of fishes, crabs, shrimps,
spiny lobsters, squidsand small octopus.
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