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Unusual landing of Palinustuswaguensisat Chennai

Fishing Harbour by indigenous gear

Palinustuswaguensiscommonly known as
‘Japanese blunthorn lobster' and locally in
Tamil as'Alkadal sivappu singera occurs
usualy at adepth of 100-200m and arecaught
in deep seatrawls. But on 15.9.2006, three
femaesof P. waguensiswereobtainedinthe
indigenous gear-'Nakku valal' abottom set
gill net with amesh size of 45-50mm. This
gear isoperated at adepth of 5-10mfor crabs
andfishes. Thecargpacelength of thelobsters
ranged from 48-70 mm. They werereddish
brownin colour and the anterior margin of

carapace had red bands. The dorsal side of
the abdomen was with white spots. First

Palinustuswaguensis
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antennae and | egs possessed white bands.

This is the first report of P. waguensisin
indigenous gears from Indian waters.
P. waguensisisdistributed a ong Indo-west
Pacific region, Honshu island, Japan,
Thailand, south west Indiaand Andamans.
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They have edible and ornamental value. In
Japan, these lobsters which form sporadic
catch areoften sold to the public aquaria.
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