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specimen are given below:

Total length : 39 cm

Number of dorsal spines : 11

Number of dorsal soft rays : 17

Number of anal spines : 3

Number of anal soft rays : 8

Total weight : 1.27 kg

It is distributed in Indian Ocean from Djibouti

south to Algoa Bay, South Africa (34ºS) and

eastward to the Andaman Sea and Sabang

island at the northwest tip of Sumatra,

including Mozambique, Zanzibar, Kenya,

Reunion, Mauritius, St. Brandon's Shoals,

Seychelles, Lakshadweep islands, Chagos,

Rodriguez, Sri Lanka, and Andaman islands.

This species is also recorded from the west

coast of India, using underwater visual

observations. However, it is not known from

the Red Sea or the Persian Gulf.

It is reported that juveniles of the species

inhabit shallow reefs, while, adults are found

in deeper reefs. A depth range of 10-150 m

is considered as the preferred environment

for the species. Epinephelus flavocaeruleus

was reported to grow upto a length of 90 cm

and attain a weight of 15 kg. It is believed to

feed on a variety of fishes, crabs, shrimps,

spiny lobsters, squids and small octopus.

Reported by : Molly Varghese, C. Kasinathan

and M.Seeni, Mandapam Regional Centre of

CMFRI, Mandapam

Palinustus waguensis commonly known as

'Japanese blunthorn lobster' and locally in

Tamil as 'Alkadal sivappu singera' occurs

usually at a depth of 100-200m and are caught

in deep sea trawls. But on 15.9.2006, three

females of P. waguensis were obtained in the

indigenous gear-'Nakku valai' a bottom set

gill net with a mesh size of 45-50mm. This

gear is operated at a depth of 5-10m for crabs

and fishes. The carapace length of the lobsters

ranged from 48-70 mm. They were reddish

brown in colour and the anterior margin of

carapace had red bands. The dorsal side of

the abdomen was with white spots. First

Unusual landing of Palinustus waguensis at Chennai
Fishing Harbour by indigenous gear
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It is well known that an informed fishery man-

agement regime should have a reliable and

objective information edifice that is built on

scientific principles of data collection system.

The resource monitoring system in vogue since

1950s is continually refined in consonance

with the changing marine fisheries scenario

being followed by CMFRI is acclaimed world

wide. One of the products of the resource

monitoring system is the resource wise and

gear wise estimation of landings of the ex-

ploited coastal marine fishery resources of the

EEZ along with the fishing effort expended.

CMFRI has been disseminating this informa-

tion from time to time through its various pub-

lications. This special publication is unique by

the way of not only providing estimates of

landings in the twenty year period from 1985-

2004 but also by depicting the trends in the

production of major exploited resources of

different regions of the country. This publica-

tion contains an introduction, methodology of

data collection, description of production

trends in each region followed by resource

CMFRI Special Publication No. 891212

antennae and legs possessed white bands.

This is the first report of P. waguensis in

indigenous gears from Indian waters.

P. waguensis is distributed along Indo-west

Pacific region, Honshu island, Japan,

Thailand, south west India and Andamans.

They have edible and ornamental value. In

Japan, these lobsters which form sporadic

catch are often sold to the public aquaria.

Reported by : S. Lakshmi Pillai and P.

Thirumilu, Madras Research Centre of

CMFRI, Madras


