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Utilization of gill rakers of lesser devil ray

Mobula diabolus - a new fish by product

Theskin of therays Dasyatisuarnak and D.
jenkinsii are used as an excellent source of
legther. Itisexpensveduetoitshighdurability.
Inadditiontotheskinof therays, thegill rakers
of the lesser devil ray Mobula diabolusis
exported in recent years. Hitherto discarded,
gill rakers of rays have now gained
importance. Following demand, the lesser
devil ray M. diabolus(family: Mobulidae) has

formed anew fishery for mechanized gillnets
along the Chennai coast since 2005. L esser
devil raysareauctioned inthe seashorefor
Rs. 5to 8 per kg. The merchants buy these
rays, cut them and removethe head portions.
Theremaining body portionsarecutintosmdl
stripsand salted withice. After removing the
gill rakers without any damage, the head
portions are thrown into the sea. The gill
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thesun. After drying, thegill rakersaresold o qramurthy, M.R.C. of CM.FRUI,
to the traders at Chennai for Rs. 500/- per N



