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Stranding of a Whale (Balaenoptera spp.) at Murudeshwara
Beach, Uttara Kannada District of Karnataka1176

A balaen whale, Balaenoptora spp. (Total

length : 55 ft, wt:5 tone) was found washed

ashore, at Murudeshwara beach on 8.5.2006

in partly decomposed state.

Reported by: Ganesh Bhatkal, Mangalore

Research Centre of CMFRI, Mangalore

On the landing of giant devil ray Manta birostris
at Pamban (Palk Bay)

1177

On 9.3.06, two giant devil rays, Manta

birostris measuring 165.5 and 154 cm and

weighing 42 and 10 kg respectively were

caught in bottom set gill net operated in the

Palk strait from a depth of 30m.

Prepared by: C. Kasinathan and Sandhya

Sukumaran, MRC of CMFRI, Mandapam

Camp

Report on a baleen whale stranded
at Colaba, Mumbai

1178

The carcass of a baleen whale was washed
ashore on the Pilot Bunder beach at Colaba,
Mumbai at 11 P.M. on 14.02.06 in a highly
putrefied condition. The carcass measured
approximately 9.12 m and weighed about

15 tons.

Reported by: Miriam Paul Sreeram, Paramita

Banerjee, J.R. Dias and Sujit Sundaram,

MRC of CMFRI, Mumbai

A rare record of albino catfish,
Arius caelaltus landed at Mumbai.

1179

Albinism is due to gene mutations that affect

the production of normal pigmentation. There

are various degrees of albinism. True albino,

or amelanistic animals lack melanin and are

white with no markings and with unpigmented

pink eyes.

On such case of albinism was observed in a

male catfish Arius caelatus landed at New

Ferry Wharf on 4.4.06 by a trawler. The total

length measured 455 mm and weighed 1.100

Kg. The specimen was completely pale pink

in colour. Normally Arius caelatus is light


