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988 On two species of marine turtles stranded at Mandapam 

A female olive ridely turtle Lepidochelys olivacea 
was stranded on 21.7.2000 near CMFRI Jetty at 
Gulf of Mannar coast. Another female green turtle 
Chelonia mydas was stranded on 6.9.2000 at the 
same place. Both the turtles had severe injuries 
resulting in death in the sea and then stranded. 
Their carapace length was 58, 82 cm' and width 
56, 62 cms respectively. 

The morphometric measurements (cm) of the 
turtles are given below. 

Reported by: C. Kasinathan and A. Palanichamy, Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam Camp 
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Body characters 

Carapace length 
Carapace width 
Head length 
Plastron length 
Plastron width 
Anterior flipper length 
Anterior flipper width 
Posterior flipper length 
Posterior flipper width 
Weight in kg 

(Measurements 
Olive ridely 

turtle 
58 
56 
17 
48 
44 
43 
10 
24 
10 
40 

in cms) 
Green 
turtle 

82 
62 
-

66 
57 
46 
14 
-
-
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As fish production from the wild has been stag­
nating for more than a decade, increasing thrust 
is given to aquaculture development all over the 
world. However, the unbridled expansion of 
aquaculture in many countries has generated a 
number of problems because of its linkage with 
natural ecosystem. These problems and issues 
were discussed at a conference held at the Uni­
versity of Stirling from 21-25 June, 1994. The 
book Aquaculture and Water Resource Manage­
ment is the compilation of eight scene-setting 
papers by invited speakers presented at the con­
ference. 

After explaining the limited scope for expand­
ing capture fisheries, Robin L. Welcomme explores 
how aquaculture could compensate the shortfalls 
in wild catch. He however, observes that diversifi­
cation in aquaculture is taking place within a fixed 
resource base and as yet no new form of culture 
has been Introduced which would allow for a sub­
stantial increase in potential. He identifies a series 
of constrains such as the limits imposed by dis­
eases, intensification of land use, water demand, 
availability of feed stuffs, social and economic con­
straints etc., causing the slowing down of culture 
of current species. Discussing the prevailing trend 
to search for and measures to increase the pro­
ductivity of natural and seminatural systems, he 
details two main approaches for intensification, 
namely the stock enhancement approach and the 
system enhancement approach. 

Increasing concern over the impact of aquaculture 
has catalyzed a shift in public opinion, generating po­
litical pressure to evolve a negative regulatory approach 
to aquaculture development in many parts of the world. 
This 'zero tolerance' approach, apart from magnifying 
the severity of the impacts of aquaculture and focus­
sing on wi'ong issues, is feared to allow other more 
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