SHARK LANDINGS AT KAKDWIP IN WEST BENGAL*

From 1992 onwards 8 hooks and line units
using master hocks only and 6 units using gillnet
in combination with hooks and line started
operation from Kakdwip base. The number of
such units increased to 22 from 14 during 1993.
The season for operation is from October to
February. During the other months they operate
only gillnets of 18 to 19 m length fitted with an
inboard engine horse power varying from 72 to
120, The number of hooks per unit using hooks
and lines alone varied from 70 - 100 and that
using gill nets along with hooks and line varied
from 30 - 50. These units are operated in regions
80 - 100 km from shore and at a depth of 40 -
45 m. Mainly dolphins and eels cut into pleces
of about 250 to 400 gm are used as baits. The
catch details, man power, number of trips,
working days, hauls and actual fishing hours are
given in Tables 1 and 2. It will be found from
the Tables that the efficiency of the units has little
relation with man power, length of boat and horse
power and the actual working hours. The catch
depend more on the efficiency of the crew than
the material of the unit.

In the landing centre sharks and rays are sold
to merchants from Kerala and other fishes to the
local merchants. Size and weight and the price
fetched for different species as well as rates for
fins are given in Table 3. Sharks weighing less
than 5 kg are not accepted by Kerala merchants,
It will be found from the table that sharks fetch
more prize than rays and bigger sharks fetch
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prize comparable to Hilsa which has a high local
demand. This has made the fishermen to resort
to shark fishing.

The master hooks are supplied by merchants
from Kerala on payment. The price of one set of
master hooks and lines with 100 hooks of 15.4
cm size and accessories is given helow:-

1. Rate per 100
piece of master hooks and

accessories Rs. 14,000.00
2. Garware rope of 0.8 cm

thickness about 60 kg Rs. 6,600.00
3. 30 pleces of b litre jerilcan Rs. 180.00
4. Ritting charges Rs. 1,000.00

Total cost Rs, 21,780.00

The hooks are of different sizes with numbers 0/
0, 0/1, 0/2 and 0/3 and measure 6, 5, 4 and
3 inches respectively. The cost of individual hook
varies from Rs. 60 to 80 depending on size.

OPERATION OF HOOKS AND LINES
Note:-

Total cost of one hook assembly is given below:-
1. Cost of one hook of size

15.4 cm Rs. 80.00
2. Cost of 100 cm iron chain Rs. 30.00
3. Cost of plastic twine of
8m length and 0.4cm thickness
(heavy monofilament twine) Rs. 30.00
Total cost of hook assembly Rs. 140.00
Moster floot

Head roap

Irow chaln

8m =

100 c§
15-4¢

K
K

>
N

Kastar haod 4 mm Diameter nylon twine

* Prepared by Bijoy Krishna Burman, Contai Field Centre of C.M.F.R.I., Contai - 721401
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Tanie 1, Unit - wise catch of different species of elasmobranchs and other fishes landed {weight in kg)

at Kaldwip by hooks and line during Oct. "92 to Feb. '93
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Tamck 2. Unit wise catch of different species of Elasmbranchs and other fishes landed at Kakdwip

by gillnet and hooks and line combination during Oct.'92 to Feb.’93 (weight in kg}
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TaeLe 3. Size, weight and price of sharks and skcafes at the landing centre caught by hooks and line
Specles Size range Weight range Rate [Rs} with all Rate (Rs) without Rate (Rs) of the
name fem) tkg} fins per kg fins/kg dry fins per kg
Carcharhinus sorrah 100 - 150 65 - 95 35.00 - 40.00 18.00 - 20.00 850 - 1500
150 - 200 100 - 150 40.00 - 45.00 20.00 - 25.00 1500 - 2500
Carcharhinus melanopterus 100 - 150 50 - 75 30.00 - 35.00 15.00 - 18.00 1000 - 1500
Carcharhinus longimanus 100 - 150 60 - 85 30.00 - 35.00 15.00 - 18.00 800 - 1400
150 - 200 100 - 150 40.00 - 45.00 30.00 - 35.00 1000 - 2000
Rhinobatos spp 150 - 230 100 - 125 18.00 - 20.00 12.00 - 15.00 350 - 600




