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On 21st December 1999, a whale shark
Rhincodon typus Smith (Male) got entangled in
a nylen gill net (locally called wagrajal) at about
0400 hrs., at a depth of 40M. was landed at Dakti
Dahanu & Gangwada. It was alive but 'subse-
quently died at about 0800 hrs. on the same
day. The shark towed to the shore was laying
for three days as there was neo demand for the
flesh and fins. The various body measurements
taken were as follows.

Whale shark landed at Dakti Dahanu
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Tatal length - 625cm
Standard length C- 490 -
[ead length - 150
Girth of body [maximurn) - 210 "
Width of mouth - 73 -
Vertical height aon first donsal fin - 58 *
Second dorsal fin - [
Anal fin - 15 -
Length of eaudal fin along upper mangn - 180 "
Snout to origin of

First dovsal fin - 269 -©
Second dorsatfin - 411 "
Pectoral fin - s "
Pelvic-fin ) - ‘351cm
Anal fin . 417
Inter space between .

First and second darsal - 73 "
Anal and caudal . 58
Pectoral and pelvic origin - 170 ©
Pelvic and anal origin - 48 -
Other body measurements

Length of pectoral fin along outer origin - LLs "
Lengih of pelvie fln along outer margin - 55 °
Length of second dorsal - 43 "
Length of first dorsal . - 92 *
Length of clasper - a3 -
Approximate welght {Tonnes) r8 -

The local fishmerchant bought the ﬁsh for
Rs.6,000/-. It was cut into pieces after 3 days
of landing, liver and skin were removed. The
liver weighed 96 kg and yielded 25 litres of qual-

- ity oil. The flesh was buried in the soil
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