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978 On a whale shark, Rhincodon typus Smith, landed at Dakti 
Dahanu and Gungwada, Thane^ Maharashtra 

On 21s t December 1999, a wha le s h a r k 
Rhincodon typus Smith (Male) got entangled in 
a nylon gill net (locally called wagrajal) at about 
0400 hrs., at a depth of 40M. was landed at Dakti 
Dahanu & Gangwada. It was alive but subse­
quently died at about 0800 hrs . on the same 
day. The shark towed to the shore was laying 
for three days as there was no demand for the 
flesh and fins. The various body measurements 
taken were as follows. 

Total length 
Standard length 
Head length 
Gii-th of body (maxiraum) 
Width of mouth 
Vertical height on first donsal fin 
Second dorsal fin 
Anal fin 
Lengtli of caudal fln along upper maigln 
Snout to origin of 
First dorsal fin 
Second dorsalfln 
Pectoral fin 
Pelvic fin 
Anal fin 
Inter space between 
First and second dorsal 
Anal and caudal 
Pectoral and pelvic origin 
Pelvic and anal origin 
Other body measurements 
Length of pectoral fln along outer origin 
Length of pelvic fln along outer margin 
Length of second dorsal 
Length of first dorsal 
Length of clasper 
Approximate weight (Tonnes) 

625cra 
490 " 
150 " 
210 " 

73 " 
58 " 
17 " 
15 " 

180 " 

269 • 
411 • 
115 " 

351cm 
417 " 

73 " 
58 " 

170 " 
48 " 

115 • 
55 " 
43 " 
92 • 
33 " 
1.8 " 

Whale sha rk landed a t Dalttl Dahanu 

The local f ishmerchant bought the fish for 
Rs.6,000/-. It was cut into pieces after 3 days 
of landing, liver and skin were removed. The 
liver weighed 96 kg and yielded 25 litres of qual­
ity oil. The flesh was buried in the soil 

Reported by : S.K. Kamble and U.H. Rane, 
Dahanu Field Centre of CMFRI, Dahanu 

979 Conservation of marine turtles and shrimp exports 

Marine turtles are a group of harmless 
reptiles inhabi t ing every ocean bas in , the 
distribution of some species ranging from 
Arctic Circle to Tasmania. The seven speceis 
of sea t u r l e s r e p r e s e n t i n g two famil ies , 
Chelonidae and Dermochelyldae, are the only 
living members of a large and diverse marine 
r ad i a t i on of C r y p t o d i r a n t u r t l e s wh ich 
originated from early Eocene to Pleistocene 
period. Sea turtes surpasses all other living 
vertebrates in longevity, some of them living 
for more than 150 years. In the wild, they 
exhibit slow growth and take long periods (15 
to 50 yea r s or more) to a t t a in matur i ty , 
depending on the species and geographical 
area. 

The mos t s t r ik ing fea tu re of mar ine 
turtles is their sterotypic nesting behaviour. 
Year after year they visit selected beaches in 
all parts of the world to lay their eggs. This mass 
n e s t i n g b e h a v i o u r is p e r h a p s a survival 
mechanism to overcome the effect of predation 
and other adverse environmental conditions. 
However, this nesting behaviour has become 
the weakest aspect in the life cycle of turtles 
as man, the most powerful predator, enters the 
p i c t u r e . Adul t t u r t l e s a r e c a u g h t a n d 
slaughtered by the coastal population all over 
the world, apart from extensive poaching of the 
eggs and invasion of nesting beaches. This 
i n d i s c r i m i n a t e exp lo i t a t ion and h a b i t a t 
d e s t r u c t i o n h a s t h i n n e d down t h e tu r l e 
population to such a level that if allowed to 
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