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Mola ramsayi (Southern sunfish) :

a new record from Indian waters

A southern sunfish Molaramsayi belonging
tofamily Molidae, hitherto not reported from
Indian waters, was noticed among
mechanized trawlnet catches landed at
Chennai FisheriesHarbour on 17.08.2006.
It wasrecorded earlier fromAudtradian, South

Africaand Englishwatersonly. Threegenera
Ranzania, Masturusand Mola aregenerally
recognized, with atotal of 5 species. These
areinthe habit of drifting at the surface of
open sea and differs from other species of
the family in having orbicular body with
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posterior sidetruncated replacing caudd fin
intoastructurecalled'clavus. Out of 16 rays
of clavus 12 bear ossiclesformingitsmargin.
This male speciemen measured 835 mm,
weighing 10.5 kg., the stomach was almost
empty, however few numbersof semi digested
polychaetewerefound.

Morphometric and internal organs
measurementsof M. ramsayi aregiven below
inmm.

Totd length . 83
Standard length © 685
Depth : 600
Lengthfromsnouttogill racker : 250

Lengthfromsnouttopectord fin : 272

24
Lengthfromsnouttodorsal fin - : 545
Lengthfromsnouttoeye . 120
Length from snout to anus . 555
Eyediameter (Vertical) ; 42
Eyediameter (Horizonadd) : 42
Mouth breadth : 35
Length of dorsal fin : 435
Dorsd finbasewidth : 180
Lengthof and fin : 400
Anal finbasewidth . 160
Length of pectord fin . 125
Pectoral finbasewidth : 53
Dorsd toand finheight 1260
Anustoand fin : 50
Intestinetotal length 2560
Liver weight 330grams
Gonad weight 850 grams
I ntestineweight 1500 grams
Tota weight : 10.5kilograms
Sex : Made
Stomach content Empty
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