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On the mass mortality of triggerfish Odonus niger (Rupell) along
Dhanuskodi coast

BINDU SULOCHANAN, V. VENKATESAN, N. RAMAMURTHY AND A. GANDHI
Mandapam Regional Centre of CMFRI, Mandapam Camp

On 3rd and 4th October 2007, several fishes of
the species Odonus niger (locally known as

Karuppu Klaathi ) were washed ashore along the
coast for a stretch of nearly 4 km from Dhanuskodi
check post to Arichumunai. On an average, 60 fishes
were found lying in every 15 m of the stretch.

Estimated total number of dead fishes were 16,000.
Some fishes were washed ashore by the waves in
half dead condition (Fig. 1). On close examination of
the live specimen, it was noticed that the skin and
gills are covered with parasites. Crustacean parasite
was identified as copepod of the genus Caligus
(Fig. 2). Analysis of water sample from the area

Fig. 1. Live fish among the dead covered with parasitic
copepod Caligus Fig. 2. Parasitic copepod belonging to the genus Caligus

The cuttlefish catch comprised of mainly two

species viz., Sepia aculeata and S. pharaonis, while

squid catch was entirely of Sepioteuthis lessoniana.

The estimated total cephalopod production in 2006

amounted to 584 t at Devipattinam. The CPUE during

the period of observation ranged from 8 to 19.5 kg

with an average of 16 kg. Squids accounted for 54%

while cuttlefishes formed 46%. Peak catch was

obtained during March and June. The size of male

S. aculeata, S. pharaonis and S. lessoniana were

found to range from 50-140 mm, 60 - 220 mm and

40 - 290 mm (DML) while the sizes of females were

50-150 mm, 60-259 mm and 92-240 mm (DML)

respectively. Among the cuttlefishes, S. pharaonis

was found to be dominant (77.3%).

An estimated 229.9 t cephalopods was landed

in 2006 at Kilakarai with an average estimated CPUE

of 10.5 kg. Peak catch was landed during June -July.

Cuttlefishes constituted 29.2% while squids formed

70.8% of the catch. Among the cephalopods,

S. lessoniana was found to be the dominant species

(70.79 %), followed by S. pharaonis (17.71%). Among

the cuttlefishes, S. pharaonis was found to be

dominant (60.63%).

Hand jigging fishery of squids and cuttlefishes

forms subsistence fishery at both the landing centres.

Further observation has to be made in order to know

the trend in catch from this gear.
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Bumper catch of Pampus chinensis (Euphrasen, 1788) landed at New
Ferry Wharf, Mumbai

THAKUR DAS, SUJIT SUNDARAM, C. J. JOSEKUTTY AND B. B. CHAVAN
Mumbai Research Centre of CMFRI, Mumbai

Pomfrets are considered a valuable seafood
delicacy and enjoy great market demand in

Maharashtra. An unprecedented high catch (Plate 1)
of Pampus chinensis commonly known as ‘Chinese
pomfret was landed by trawlers at New Ferry Wharf
on 20-10-07. The fishing ground was towards north-
west at a depth of 30-40 m. About three trawlers
landed 1.6 t of Chinese pomfrets and the total income
generated from this catch was about Rs. 3,87,200/-.

A total of 57 specimens were measured and the fork
length ranged from 218 mm to 369 mm with a mode
in the length-group of 270-279 mm (Fig. 1). The

Chinese pomfrets are found in the shelf waters at
80 m depth off Mumbai and in the Gulf of Kutch.
Abundance of this species varies from year to year
and generally they are not caught in such large
numbers. Such an unprecedented catch of adult
specimens is reported for the first time.
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showed a pH of 8.21, dissolved oxygen 4.91ml / l,
salinity 34.9 ppt, chlorophyll 0.442 mg/m3 and
ammonia was below detection level. There was no
algal bloom observed in the area. The dead fishes
had immature gonads. O. niger is known to reach a
length of 600 mm. The length range of dead fishes
recorded in this region was 80-100 mm. The species

is observed in the landings of trawlers at
Rameswaram and Pamban landing centres as a by-
catch. This group of fishes might be discarded by the
fishermen in the area as it has no commercial value.
Due to the high waves in Dhanuskodi region towards
the shore, fishes might have died as it was not able
to move back to the reef area.

Fig. 2. Heavy landing of Chinese pomfret at

New Ferry Wharf

Fig. 1. Length frequency of Pampus chinensis landed at
New Ferry Wharf

grading and price of Chinese pomfrets at New Ferry
Wharf are shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Grading and price of Chinese pomfrets at New
Ferry Wharf

Weight of Grade Price per
pomfret (g) kg (Rs.)

Above 500 Number 1 317

400 to 499 Number 2 267

300 to 399 Number 3 142


