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the fishing crafts namely Vijayannum and Yeco-
nia with 11 and 10 crew respectively had set out 
for fishing about 12 days and 7 days earlier to reach 
fishing ground ofFRatnagiri at a depth of 120-150 
metres. The catch comprised exclusively of Pns-
tipomoides fila-
mentosus. The toal 
catch was about 6 
t from Vijayan
num and 4 t from 
Yeconia with a 
catch per hour of 
41.67 and 27.20 
kgs respectively. 
The n u m b e r of 
hooks opera ted 
were 250 and 200 
respectively. The 

operations were carried out during the day time 
only. The bait used were mainly small pieces of 
cuttle fish, squids and tuna. The weight of the 
fish ranged from 1.850 to 3.450 kg. Length meas
urements were taken for 72 fishes which ranged 
from 58 to 74 cm. About 70% of gut content con
sisted of cephalopods. Unidentified digested mat
ter and mud constituted the remaining 30%. 

Pristipomoides filamentosus 

Male : Female ratio was 1:0.6. Out of 27 females 
examined 20 were in resting stage and the re
maining in developing condition. 

The entire fish catch was sold by auction at 
the landing centre for Rs.3,00,000/- at a rate of 

Rs .30 / - per kg. 
The fishes caught 
by hooks and 
lines are mainly 
sha rks , rays, 
skates, catfishes, 
eel, tuna etc. How
ever, sudden 
catch of this spe
cies by hand oper
ated hooks and 
lines has gener
ated interest 

among the fishermen and fish merchants. Pres
ently 12-15 hand operated hooks and lines, mech
anised crcifts from Knyakumari, Tamil Nadu are 
engaged in fishing at Ratnagiri, Shrivardhan and 
Mumbai region. 

Reported by: K.B. Waghmare and Thakurdas, 
Mumbai Research Centre of CMFRI, Mumbai 

1015 
Observations on whale shark Rhineodon typus (Smith) caught 
at Pamban Palk Bay and Giilf of Mannar 

A male whale shark Rhineodon typus of 688 
cm in total length caught in a No.4 gill net was 
landed on 20-01 -2001 at Pamban light house land

ing centre. The whale shark was estimated to 
weigh around 1.5 tonnes. The fishing ground was 
40 km northeast from the landing centre at a 

Table 1. Morphometric measurements of the whale sharks (in cm) 
Pamban Light house 

Date of Catch 20-10-2001 
Pamban Therkuvadi 

16-01-2002 
Total length (tip of snout to tip of caudal fin) 
Length from tip of snout to origin of pectoral fin 
Length from tip of snout to spiracle 
Length from tip of snout to first gill opening 
Length from tip of snout to last gill opening 
Length of upper caudal fluke 
Length of lower caudal fluke 
Eye diameter 
Head length 
Width of spiracle 
Weight 

688 
150 

98 
145 
175 
75 

1.5 tonnes 

1068 
205 
95 
150 
220 
225 
130 
4.5 
240 
5 

3 tonnes 

12 



Whale shark Rhineodon typus landed at 
Pamban-Therkuvadi 
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depth of 14 to 16 metres . As there was no demand 
for its flesh the whale shark was sold for Rs .700/ -
for oil extraction. 

Another male whale sha rk measur ing 1068 
cm in total length and weighing around 3 tonnes 
was caugh t in the pa i r trawl ne t at Pamban 
Therkuvadi, Gulf of Mannar on 16-01-2002 from 
18 m depth. It was sold for R s . l 2 0 0 / - for oil ex
traction. The morphometr ic measurement s of the 
whale sharks are given in Table 1. 

Reported by: C. Kasinathan, K. Muniyahdi, M. Bose and A. Gandhi, R.C. of CMFRI, Mandapam camp 

1016 
A note on jelly fish collection 
to the east coast fishermen 

An alternate source of income 

Seasonal abundance of jelly fish in the east 
coast is one of the valuable raw materials for the 
food processing and exports industr ies . The vast 
resources of the same have been properly uti
lized by the east coast fishermen and export en
terprises in the recent years . By virtue of its ex
port potential fishermen of this locality give pri-

Processing of jelly fish 

ority to collect jelly fishes t h a n regular fishing 
activities. It provides income and additional em
ployment opportunit ies to the fishermen by way 
of cleaning and processing. The processing in
dustr ies are functioning in the fishing villages 
s u c h a s N a d u k u p p a m , A n i c h a n k u p p a m , Mu-
dal iarkuppam, Chett inagar. Anumandaikuppam, 

Processed jelly fish 

Name of the fishing village Allotted Quantity (in numbers) rate/jelly fish Man power/ unit 

Nadukuppam 

Anichankuppam 
Mudaliarkuppam 
Chet t inagar 
Komuttichavadikuppam 
Eggikuppam 

1200 

1600 
1600 
1050 
840 
730 

Rs.0.80 
(only umbrella) 

Rs.1.10 
Rs.1.05 
Rs.1.10 • 
Rs.1.10 
Rs.1.10 

5 
5 
4 
4 
5 

13 




