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Unusual landings of Lates calcarifer by shoreseine at 
Venkatarayapur in Ganjatn District, Orrissa 

An unusually large quantity of Lates calcarifer 
was caught in a single shore seine (Peddavala) at 
Venkatarayapur on 2-2-2002 around 13.00 to 14.00 
hrs, operated at a distance of 1 to 1.5 kms and 6 to 
8 mt depth . About 62 Lates calcarifer, each weigh
ing 18.00 kg was caught in a single operation. Each 
specimen realised Rs.2,500/- and the entire catch 
was sold for Rs. 1,55,000/-. On the same day an
other shore seine caught 130 fish weighing 3700 
kgs of Lates calcarifer at the same centre, which 

realised Rs.2,99,000/-. It was a rare occurrence 
in this region. Local fishermen claimed that they 
used to get only one or two Lates calcariferhy hook 
and lines, gill net (Pandu vala) or shore seine. The 
local people informed that similar landing of about 
90 Lates calcarifer was reported from New Boxipe-
ta during 1998. 

Reported by: S.V. Subbarao, Gopalpur Field Cen
tre of CMFRI, Gopalpur 
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A note on the heavy landings of the Indian squid at 
Pondicherry Fisheries Harbour 

The Indian sc[uid Loligo duvaucelli locally 
called "oosikanavai" landed at Pondicherry fish
eries harbour by trawlers, which is a new record 
in this area. Usually, the trawlers were operat
ing along the Pondicherry coast only for fishes 
and prawns, but on 5th, 6th and 7th of July 2001, 
heavy landings of 'Loligo duvaucelli' from the, 
trawlers was observed with the catch particu
lars as given below. 

The catch comprised of large sized squids 
with their total mantle length ranging from 157 
- 248 mm. All the squids landed were either in 
the ripe or partially spent (85%) stage which in
dicates their peak spawning period. One multi-
day trawler captured the maximum quantity of 
2150 kg. and sold for Rs.77,400. The entire 
catch was carried to Chennai , Cochin and 
Trivandrum for export. 

Reported by:L. Chidambaram, EC of CMFRI, Pondicherry 

Loligo duvaucelli 

Table. Catch par t iculars of squids 
Fishing ground: Off Periakalapet 
Depth Range: 17-18 Fa thoms 

Date 

5,7,2001 
6,7,2001 
7,7,2001 

Effort 
(trawl 
unit) 

22 
61 
20 

Catch 
Range 
(Kg) 

350-1150 
380-2150 
320-410 

Total estimated 
catch of 

squids in 
metric tonnes 

18.30 
28.20 
11.95 

Price / 
Box 

(50 Kg) 

Rs,1745/-
Rs.1800/-
Rs.2000/-

1 0 1 4 Unusual landings of "blue spotted job fish**, Prist^tomoidesflUxmentosus 
(Val.) by the hand operated hooks and lines at New Ferry Wharf 

New Ferry Wharf landing centre is one of the 
major landing centres in Maharashtra where 
about 95'Mj of total annual fish catch is landed by 
mechanised trawlers and the remaining by gill 

netters, dol netters and purse seiners. It was un-
sual to note that two hand operated hooks and lin
ers landed huge catch of "blue spotted job fish" on 
22/03/2002, On enquiry it was understood that 
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the fishing crafts namely Vijayannum and Yeco-
nia with 11 and 10 crew respectively had set out 
for fishing about 12 days and 7 days earlier to reach 
fishing ground off Ratnagiri at a depth of 120-150 
metres . The ca tch comprised exclusively of Pris-
tipomoides fila-
mentosus. The toal 
ca tch was abou t 6 
t f rom V i j a y a n 
n u m a n d 4 t from 
Y e c o n i a w i t h a 
ca tch per hou r of 
4 1 . 6 7 a n d 27 .20 
kgs respect ive ly . 
T h e n u m b e r of 
h o o k s o p e r a t e d 
were 2vS0 a n d 200 
respect ively . The 

operat ions were carried out dur ing the day time 
only. The bait used were mainly small pieces of 
cutt le fish, squids and tuna . The weight of the 
fish ranged from 1.850 to 3.450 kg. Length meas
u r e m e n t s were taken for 72 fishes which ranged 
from 58 to 74 cm. About 70'/() of gut conten t con-
sisteci of cephalopods. Unidentified digested mat
ter a n d m u d const i tu ted the r emain ing 30%. 
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Pristipomoides filamentosus 

Mar. Fish. Infnr. Serv., T& E Ser, No. 1 74, 2002 

Male : Female ratio was 1 ;0.6. Out of 27 females 
examined 20 were in res t ing stage a n d the re
maining in developing condition. 

The entire fish ca tch was sold by auct ion at 
the landing centre for Rs.3,00,000/- at a rate of 

R s . 3 0 / - per kg. 
The fishes caught 
by h o o k s a n d 
l ines a re mainly 
s h a r k s , r a y s , 
skates , catfishes, 
eel, tuna etc. How
ever , s u d d e n 
catch of this spe
cies by hand oper
a t ed h o o k s a n d 
l ines h a s gener
a t e d i n t e r e s t 

among the fishermen and fish merchants . Pres
ently 12-15 hand operated hooks and lines, mech
anised crafts from Knyakumari , Tamil Nadu are 
engaged in fishing at Ratnagiri, Shrivardhan and 
Mumbai region. 

Reported by: K.B. Waghmare and Thakurdas, 
Mumbai Research Centre of CMFRI, Mumbai 
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Observations on whale shark Rhineodon typus (Smith) caught 
at Pamban Palk Bay and Glilf of Mannar 

A male whale shark Rhineodon typus of 688 
cm in total length cauglit in a No.4 gill net was 
landed on 20-01 -2001 at Pambcin light house land

ing centre . The whale sha rk was est imated to 
weigh a round 1.5 tonnes . The fisliing ground was 
40 km nor theas t from tlie landing centre at a 

I'able 1. Morphometric measurement s of the whale sha rks (in cm) 

Date of Catch 
Total lengtli (tip of snout to tij) of caudal fin) 
Length from tip of snout to origin of pectoral fin 
Length from tip of snout to spiracle 
Length from tip of snout to first gill opening 
Length from tip of snout to last gill opening 
Length of u))per caudal fiuke 
Lengtli of lower caudal fiuke 
Eye diameter 
Head length 
Widtli of spirac-le 
Weight 

Pamban Light house Pamban Therkuvadi 
20-10-2001 16-01 -2002 

688 
150 

98 
145 
175 
75 

1.5 tonnes 

1068 
205 
95 
150 
220 
225 
130 
4.5 
240 

5 
3 tonnes 
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