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Observations on a shoal of the Javanese Cownose Ray
Rhinoptera javanica landed at New Ferry Wharf, Mumbai

Landing of shod sof Javanese Cownose Ray
Rhinoptera javanica are not observed
normally. Shodsof thesefishesaregenerdly
not sighted and captured athough fishermen
report that shoals are at times seen as 'dark
clouds a midwater level. On 9-12-05ashoa
consisting of 28 specimenswas caught by a
single trawler based at New Ferry Wharf
whichisvery rareand probably thefirst record

fromthisregion. Smilar shoa swerereported
earlier on two occasions from the Gulf of
Mannar.

Thesizerangeof thefishesintheshod ranged
from98t0 99 cmindiscwidthfor malesand
between 100 and 104 cm for females. This
catchisvery sgnificant sincedl thefemaes
caught were pregnant with fully-grown
embryoswithout yolk andthemaeswereall
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meaturewith cacified claspers.

Examination of stomach contentsrevealed
only light greenfluid, smal broken bitsof shells
of bivalves, mud and digested matter. Fifty
percent of the specimensexamined werewith
empty guts. These species are generally
gregarious going about in shoals of great
numbers.

The femal es which were pregnant had one
embryo each. Generdly thesefishesgject out
embryo on capturewhichwasnot thecasein
the present catch but thetail portion of al the
embryoswere protruding out. The colour of
theembryo wasdark brownish black. There
werehardly any differenceintherdativebody
proportion of adultsand the embryo except
inthewidth of theinterorbita spaceandlength
of thetail. Theinterorbital spaceissmaller
andtall appearsmuchlonger intheembryos.
Thesize of theembryo ranged between 40.2
to48 cmindisc width and theweight ranged
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from 1.350 kg to 1.900 kg. Themaleswere
all in mature condition with their calcified
clasper lengthsranging from 145-150 mm.
Themaletofemale sex ratiowas 1:3. This
shod may not beafeeding shod but they may
be breeding population entering coastal
watersasthe shoal consisted of largefish of
amost thesame sizerangewith thefemales
having completely grown embryos.

Thetotd weight of theshoa was425Kgand
the catch fetched a price of Rs. 400/piece.
Theembryo asofetched agood priceat Rs.
60/piece. Theentirecatchwassoldinthelocd
market. Occurrence and capture of such
shod sareinteresting asthey throw morelight
on the abundance, size at maturity and
breeding season.
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