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6.9cm 
6.7cm 
1.5cm 
0.5cm 

2cm 

18 

15 
Male 

14 kg 

The specimen was a young male, the tissues 
and the blood were still fresh and the volume of blood 
was very high. Pathologically, the animal showed 
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clear signs of asphyxiation; both the lungs were 
shrunken. The epiglottis was muscular and formed a 
beak-like structure. The length of the gut (from 
oesophagus to anus) was 525 cm. The stomach was 
small, globular and flaccid, followed by a thicker 
portion with inner folds and valvular constriction. 
The small intestine measuring 495 cm in length had 
Intermittent muscular fold linings on the inner side. 
The gut contents were mostly in a semi-digested state 
and comprised of small fishes and crustaceans. The 
kidneys appeared like bunch of grapes covered by a 
membrance. The urinary bladder was found to extend 
like a small balloon between the alimentary sheath. 
Its tip was pointed and it measured 14 cm in total 
length. The testicles were located embedded in 
lateral flaps of the body wall postero-ventrally. The 
urino-genital opening was found to be separated from 
the anus by a thick cartilage. 

The animal is locally called "Gonio". Local 
enquiry revealed that though there is no regular or 
targeted fishery for dolphins or porpoises, there have 
been stray occurrences of these mammals in dol nets 
operated in the area. The nets (16miong) are usually 
operated at a depth of 8m. The locals utilise the oil 
extracted from the skin and liver of these animals 
for application on their wooden boats. 

Reported by: Joe K. Kizhakudan and Shoba Joe 
Kizhakudan, V.R.C. of C.M.F.R.I. Veraval. 

Fig. 1 Neopocaena phocaenoides 
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Blotechnological processes are the interplay 
and Interaction of microbiology and biochemistry 
and are known to humanity from time immemorial 
through microbial fermentat ion of s t a rch and 
sugars to alcohol. Although this discipline has made 
t r e m e n d o u s s t r i d e s in t h e p h a r m a c e u t i c a l , 
chemical, agricultural and food/feed industr ies 
world over, its application in the marine biota is 
yet to catch up at commercial levels. The wide 
spec t rum of mar ine organisms of mar lcu l tu re 

po t en t i a l , b io ta y ie ld ing chemica l s of 
pharmacological and toxlcologlcal importance, 
fishery products , fish feeds, pollution control, 
pathology, immunology etc are some of the areas 
wherein biotechnology owe and own vast potentials. 
The p r e c i p i t o u s a d v a n c e s in Resea rch and 
Development made in u n d e r s t a n d i n g mar ine 
biotechnology during the last few decades worldover 
'have not properly reflected in the research works 
of developing countries of Asia, as they have yet to 
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