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rocky-stretch with intermittent sandy patches. The 
green mussel is locally known as AJir/Pachila. 
Mussel picking was not popular in the area because 
of the lack of culinary preference of the locals for 
mussel. However, of late, mussel fishery is slowly 
picking up, aiming external markets in Kerala and 
Goa. 

At Malpe, even though exploitation of mussel 
exist for the last one decade, it emerged as an 
important fishery only in the late 90's. The fishing 
season commences by late August and continues 
till May, with peak fishing from October-November 
onwards. One unit consists of two canoes (OAL 
22-32 ft) with a crew of 4 to 6 men. These units 
operate for 15 to 20 days in a month. Generally 
only one canoe is propelled with an outboard engine 
and the other is towed along. The mussel fishers 
are mostly from various parts of Kerala State such 
as Tellichery, Mahe, Kozhikode and Quilon. They 
hire canoes from local fishermen by paying Rs. 
100 per day and Rs. 50 for the outboard engine. 
About 25-45 uni t s are engaged in picking mussels 
from subtidal mussel beds. 

Fishing is done during the low tide preceding 
and following the new moon of full moon phase. 
Low tide, calm water conditionis anid sunny days 
are preferred. The fishermen use water goggles and 
dive up to a depth of 3 to 4 m. The mussels are 
either hand-picked (wearing rubber finger-caps) or 
removed with the help of iron chisel with or without 
wooden handle (Fig. 1) or a knife and are placed in 
a net bag tied around the waist. The bag is emptied 
into the canoe periodically. Each unit generally 
re turns with 20 to 30 gunny bags of musse ls . 
Fishing is not done daily by each unit, but as several 
units operate picking goes on a regular basis. 

The musse l s picked are landed at a site 
nearer to Malpe Fishing Harbour. They are sorted 
to remove smaller sized musse ls and sold to the 
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Fig. 2. Mussel pickinjj in prot;ress 

Fig. 1 Flsliermen with Implements used for mussel picking. 
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Fig. 3 A view of the harvested missels 

local a g e n t s a t t he r a t e of Rs . 100 per bag 

(weighing 20-25 kg). There are about six agents 

actively engaged in musse l market ing. Agents 

dispose the mussel at Goa and Kerala (Calicut 

and Tellicherry) markets . 

P r o d u c t i o n 

The total mmoaEnfl piroduffilffinni from September 

1999 to June 2'OOa at MaPpe was estimated. aA 2,215 






